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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR THE PANEL 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

1. To appoint a Panel Chair for the 2019/2020 municipal year 

2. To appoint a Panel Vice-Chair for the 2019/2020 municipal year 

 

 

Reasons:  
These appointments are required by the Panel rules 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Legal Services Manager 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR THE PANEL  
 
Panel rules require the appointment of a Panel Chair and Vice-chair every year at the Panel’s 
Annual General Meeting 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? NO  
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DYFED POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

 
Friday, 26 April 2019 

 
PRESENT: Councillor R. Summons (Chair); 
  
Carmarthenshire County Council Members: 
Councillor T.J. Jones; 
  
Ceredigion County Council Members: 
Councillors A. Lloyd-Jones and L. Edwards; 
  
Pembrokeshire County Council Members: 
Councillors M. James and S. Joseph; 
  
Powys County Council Members: 
Councillors D. Evans, L. George and W. Powell; 
  
Independent Members: 
Mrs. H.M. Thomas; 

  
In attendance from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner: 
Mr. D. Llywelyn - Police and Crime Commissioner; 
Mrs. C. Morgans - Chief of Staff; 
Ms. B. Peatling - Chief Finance Officer; 
  
The following Officers were in attendance: 
R. Edgecombe, Legal Services Manager; 
L Morris, Senior Press Officer; 
J. Laimann, Assistant Democratic Services Officer.  
 
County Hall - Haverfordwest - Haverfordwest - 10.30 am - 2.20 pm 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND PERSONAL MATTERS 

 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, in the absence of the Chair (at the start of the 
meeting) and the Vice-Chair, that Councillor Rob Summons chair the 
meeting. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors John Prosser and Ken 
Howell (Carmarthenshire County Council), Councillor Keith Evans (Ceredigion 
County Council) and Professor Ian Roffe. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of personal interest made at the meeting. 
 

3. TO SIGN AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 
ON THE 
 
3.1. 25TH JANUARY 2019 
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UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Dyfed-
Powys Police and Crime Pane held on the 25th January 2019 be signed as a 
correct record. 
 
3.2. 15TH FEBRUARY 2019 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Dyfed-
Powys Police and Crime Pane held on the 15th February 2019 be signed as a 
correct record. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (IF ANY) 
 
25th January 2019 - Minute 4.2. – Agenda Item, Question to the Panel by A.T., 
Carmarthenshire 
 
In response to a query on increasing independent membership, the Legal Services 
Manager advised that a third independent member could be recruited as part of 
the recruitment process of independent members for next year. The Panel noted 
that recruitment of a third independent member was subject to approval from the 
Home Office. 
 

5. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM PANEL MEMBERS TO THE COMMISSIONER 
- NONE RECEIVED 
 
The Chair advised that no question from Panel Members to the Commissioner had 
been received. 
 

6. QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - NONE 
RECEIVED 
 
The Chair advised that no question from members of the public had been 
received. 
 

7. DRUG RELATED OFFENCES 
 
The Panel considered a report on drug-related offences. The Commissioner 
advised that this was the second Deep Dive report provided by his office and that 
reports on further issues of importance to the public were planned for the future. A 
letter from the Chief Constable which responded to the report was circulated to 
Panel Members at the meeting. 
 
The Commissioner advised that the findings of the report were generally positive 
but suggested improvements could be made regarding engagement with partner 
organisations and the implementation of the Pathfinders scheme and two-tier out 
of court disposals. The report further recommended reviewing the potential impact 
of Drug Consumption Rooms (DCRs) on communities in Dyfed-Powys. 
 
In response to a query on the number of drug-related deaths, the Commissioner 
advised that figures were comparatively high in Wales including in areas like 
Carmarthenshire, however figures were subject to considerable fluctuation in the 
Dyfed-Powys area. He further advised that there was evidence that DCRs could 
significantly reduce drug-related harm. The Chief of Staff advised that while figures 
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on p. 33 [11] of the report were representative for England and Wales, the 
Commissioner’s office would look into more specific data for the Dyfed-Powys 
area. 
 
In response to a query regarding the effectiveness of substance misuse treatment, 
the Commissioner advised that the outcomes of these services needed to be 
monitored on a long-term basis. He stated that, while the Force’s strategy 
regarding drug trafficking was sound, they were lobbying the Welsh Government 
and the Home Office on adopting a more health-focussed perspective in their 
substance misuse strategy. The Commissioner further advised that, although his 
office was not directly funding counselling services, it was contributing to the wider 
support network and Officers were regularly engaging with representatives of 
Hywel Dda Health Board at the quarterly Area Planning Board (APB) meetings. 
 
In response to a query regarding the timeline and resources for a Stop and Search 
mentor scheme, the Commissioner advised that discussions were still at an early 
stage but further details could be provided to the Panel in autumn. 
 
On the topic of drug consumption rooms, the Commissioner advised that the 
Policing Board in Wales provided opportunities to engage with the Welsh 
Government. 
 
In response to a query, the Commissioner advised that cross-border working 
between England and Wales was supported by healthy and well-established 
intelligence links. 
 
In response to a query on public engagement, the Commissioner advised that 
intelligence links with local communities were crucial however the information 
provided was sometimes lacking in detail and could therefore not be acted upon. 
Initiatives to support local intelligence links included collaboration with 
Crimestoppers, a free phone number and the Fearless Campaign, which 
encouraged young people to provide information anonymously. The Commissioner 
further advised that the issue would be addressed in the next Deep Dive review. 
 
In response to a query on substance misuse services, the Commissioner advised 
that the landscape of different service providers was complex. He suggested that a 
review of the Welsh Government’s substance misuse strategy from a health 
perspective would allow partners across Wales to better coordinate their work. 
 
A comment was made suggesting that a tougher joint approach on education and 
prevention was required to make young people aware of the dangers of substance 
misuse.  
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

8. FRAUD AND CYBERCRIME 
 
The Panel considered a report on fraud and cybercrime, which had been provided 
by the Commissioner at the Panel’s request. The Commissioner advised that an 
HMRC review of the operational response to fraud on a national level had 
identified shortcomings regarding victim support and fraud investigation. He 
suggested that Dyfed-Powys Police, however, was at the forefront of identifying 
and investigating the issue. The Commissioner advised that he had provided 
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additional support to the financial crime and cybercrime team during his time in 
office, including funding for the Operation Signature Safeguarding Officer. A 
number of partnership initiatives had taken place, including the annual St David’s 
Day Conference under the theme of fraud and cybercrime, two Safeguarding & 
Businesses events, and there was a Cybercrime Champion in every policing team. 
In response to a query, the Commissioner advised that the Force was 
collaborating with Trading Standards through Community Safety Partnerships and 
an additional investment to support collaboration at this level would be announced 
shortly. 
 
In response to a query on victim support, the Commissioner advised that the Force 
had procedures in place to assess the vulnerability of fraud and cybercrime victims 
at the first point of contacts before they were redirected to Action Fraud. 
 
In response to a question, the Commissioner advised that he would be happy to 
coordinate opportunities for Councillors to engage with Police Community Support 
Officers. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

9. DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE COMMISSIONER 
 
The Panel received, for information, a report detailing the decisions made by the 
Commissioner for the period 16th January – 26th April 2019. 
 
With regard to the fact that several decisions in the report were dated 12th April, 
the Commissioner advised that these decision had been made over a period of 
time and the date merely represented when the decision log had been signed. 
 
In response to a query, the Commissioner advised that details regarding the 
Community Fund for 2019 were available on his website and would be circulated 
to the Panel and County Councillors. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the report be received. 
 

10. PANEL ANNUAL REPORT 2018-19 
 
The Panel considered the Draft Panel Annual Report for 2018-19. The Panel had 
resolved in 2018 to publish annual reports setting out its activities during the 
preceding year and aims and objectives for the following year. 
 
The draft report detailed: 

- Any changes to Panel membership; 
- Activities undertaken  during the year; 
- Any complaints against the Commissioner that have been dealt with; 
- The Panel’s performance against its objectives for 2018-19; 
- The Panel’s proposed objectives for 2019-20. 

 
The Panel thanked the Legal Services Manager for his work. With regard to Item 4 
of the report (Review of the year) it was suggested that additional information 
could be provided to assist people with limited IT skills. 
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In response to a query, the Legal Services Manager advised that the report would 
be circulated both electronically and as a hard copy. 
 
It was suggested that the report could make reference to staff members from the 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner who were attending Panel meetings 
on a regular basis. 
 
In response to a query on CCTV, the Commissioner advised that the rollout was 
90% complete and monitoring staff would be appointed shortly. He further advised 
that capital costs of £1.5m had been incurred and revenue costs would comprise 
mostly of staffing costs that were estimated at £160k per year for one CCTV 
coordinator and four operators. The CCTV system was a police initiative in 
cooperation with LAs which shared some of the costs such as electricity. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the report be received. 
 

11. FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Panel considered its Forward Work Programme for 2019-20, detailing planned 
Panel meetings and wider Panel activities between April 2019 and March 2020. 
 
The Legal Services Manager advised that, following the discussion at this meeting, 
independent member recruitment and Deep Dive report updates from the 
Commissioner would be included as additional items for the Panel’s meeting in 
October. 
 
In response to a query, the Legal Services Manager advised that he had no 
concerns over Panel Members attending political events during purdah as long as 
these events did not involve candidates for the EU elections. However, he advised 
that is was possible that other Monitoring Officers might disagree with his 
recommendation. 
 
In response to a query on Public Accountability Board meetings, the Legal 
Services Manager suggested that Panel Member attendance could continue as 
agreed previously, with the relevant Panel Champion and two or more local 
Members attending each meeting. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Forward Work Programme be approved. 
 

12. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1972, as 
amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) 
(Wales) Order 2007, that the public be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of the following item as the report contained exempt 
information as defined in paragraph 12 of Part 4 of Schedule 12A to the Act. 
 

13. COMPLAINT AGAINST THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 
 
Following the application of the public interest test it was UNANIMOULSY 
RESOLVED, pursuant to the Act referred to in Minute 12 above, to consider 
this matter in private, as disclosure would place in the public domain 
sensitive personal information about a member of the public. 
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The Panel received a report on a complaint recorded against the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
  
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
15.1. To note the complaint; 
15.2. To send a report to the complainant and the Police and Crime 

Commissioner detailing the outcome of the complaint. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
________________________    __________________ 
CHAIR       DATE 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

 

HER MAJESTY’S INSPECTORATE OF CONSTABULARY FIRE 
AND RESCUE SERVICES – INTEGRATED PEEL ASSESSMENT – 

2018-2019 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To note the report from the Inspectorate and question the 
Commissioner in relation to it. 

 

 

Reasons:  

The Report identifies shortcomings in certain aspects of the 
performance of the force. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Cllr. Alun Lloyd-Jones 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Panel Chairman 

Lead officer 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

 

HER MAJESTY’S INSPECTORATE OF CONSTABULARY FIRE 
AND RESCUE SERVICES – INTEGRATED PEEL ASSESSMENT 

2018-2019 
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS) conducts 
regular inspections of all police forces and publishes its findings in the form of integrated 
PEEL assessments. 
 
The most recent PEEL assessment for Dyfed-Powys Police was published in May 2019 and a 
copy is annexed to this report. 
 
The following table shows how the findings of the assessment compared with that conducted 
in 2017  
 

MEASURE  PERFORMANCE - 2019 PERFORMANCE - 2017 

   

EFFECTIVENESS GOOD GOOD 

EFFICIENCY REQUIRES IMPROVEMENT REQUIRES IMPROVEMENT 

LEGITIMACY REQUIRES IMPROVEMENT GOOD 

 
The Inspectorates overall comments were as follows; 
 
“I have concerns about Dyfed-Powys Police’s performance in keeping people safe and reducing crime. 
 
The force is good at investigating crime. But it needs to improve how it prevents crime and anti-social 
behaviour. The neighbourhood policing service it provides to the public is inconsistent. 
 
The force is good at understanding and identifying vulnerability. But I am concerned that officers do 
not always complete a risk assessment when they respond to reports of domestic abuse. This means 
that the force may not be adequately protecting vulnerable people. 
 
The force has improved some of its crime-recording processes but has more work to do. 
 
The force needs to understand its current and future demand better. This should help it develop clear 
plans to make sure it uses its resources efficiently. 
 
I am disappointed to see limited progress since last year in how the force makes sure it treats its 
workforce fairly. It also has more to do to assure itself that it has the capacity and capability to root out 
corruption.” 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? YES 
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

Host Authority File 

File Ref No. 

LS-0511/46 

Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

County Hall Carmarthen 
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HMI's observations  

I have concerns about Dyfed-Powys Police’s performance in keeping people safe and 

reducing crime. 

The force is good at investigating crime. But it needs to improve how it prevents crime and 

anti-social behaviour. The neighbourhood policing service it provides to the public is 

inconsistent. 

The force is good at understanding and identifying vulnerability. But I am concerned that 

officers do not always complete a risk assessment when they respond to reports of domestic 

abuse. This means that the force may not be adequately protecting vulnerable people. 

The force has improved some of its crime-recording processes but has more work to do. 

The force needs to understand its current and future demand better. This should help it 

develop clear plans to make sure it uses its resources efficiently. 

I am disappointed to see limited progress since last year in how the force makes sure it treats 

its workforce fairly. It also has more to do to assure itself that it has the capacity and 

capability to root out corruption. 

Effectiveness 

 
How effectively does the force reduce crime and keep people safe? 

Last updated 01/05/2019  

Good 

We found that Dyfed-Powys Police is good at reducing crime and keeping people safe.  

The force needs to improve how it prevents crime and anti-social behaviour. 

The force should improve its focus on crime prevention. It should also check how well 

prevention tactics work. 

The force needs to make sure it protects the public from crime consistently. 

We found that Dyfed-Powys Police needs to improve how it protects vulnerable people. 

The force is good at understanding and identifying vulnerability. But it does not always 

complete a risk assessment when it attends a domestic abuse incident. This means the force 

may not be giving vulnerable victims the best protection. 
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The force is good at supporting vulnerable victims. It exchanges information with other 

organisations which help and support victims. 

In 2017 we judged the force as good at investigating crime. In 2016 we judged it to be good 

at tackling serious and organised crime. 

  

Efficiency 

 
How efficiently does the force operate and how sustainable are its services to 

the public? 

Last updated 01/05/2019  

Requires improvement 

Dyfed-Powys Police requires improvement in how it meets demand and uses resources. 

The force needs to have a better understanding of demand and what affects it, so that it can 

use its resources efficiently.  

The force has achieved good savings in the past and can show the improvements from some 

of its investments. But it needs to review the efficiency of all its investments. 

Dyfed-Powys Police needs to improve how it plans for the future. 

The force is improving its understanding of what the public expects, which will help it plan 

for future demand. 

It needs to improve its plans for future workforce needs. Replacing officers who have left 

with another of the same rank, without considering changing skills requirements, means its 

workforce may lack important skills for the future. 

Dyfed-Powys Police needs to improve its financial planning. It will have to make savings 

when its financial reserves are at their lowest. The force needs to test the risks of its plans. 

Legitimacy 

 
How legitimately does the force treat the public and its workforce? 

Last updated 01/05/2019  

Requires improvement 
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Dyfed-Powys Police requires improvement in how legitimately it treats the public and its 

workforce. 

The force is good at treating the public fairly. Its policies emphasise fairness and respect. The 

force values community engagement but could address community concerns more effectively 

by evaluating all its engagement activities. 

The workforce understands how and when to use force and stop and search. The force needs 

to collect more data to monitor its use of these powers.  

Dyfed-Powys Police requires improvement in behaving ethically and lawfully. The force 

needs to improve how it spots and manages risk of corruption. It also needs to make sure it 

has enough people and resources to do this work.  

The force is good at encouraging ethical decision-making. Leaders promote the force’s code 

of ethics and the workforce feels leaders set an ethical tone. 

Dyfed-Powys Police requires improvement in how fairly it treats its workforce. Leaders are 

open to feedback. However, although the force acts on feedback, it doesn’t always tell the 

workforce what it has done. Some members of the workforce feel that poor performance is 

dealt with inconsistently.  

The force is good at looking after its workforce’s wellbeing, but needs to improve how it 

selects for leadership roles. The workforce doesn’t believe the selection process is always 

open and accessible. 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

                              DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT  

               OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To note the report and thereafter make such recommendations to the 
Commissioner as the Panel thinks fit. 

 

 

Reasons:  
The Police Reform and Social responsibility Act 2011 places a 
statutory duty upon the Panel to consider the Commissioner’s annual 
report and make recommendations. 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Legal Services Manager 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT  

OF THE POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 

 
Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 places a statutory duty upon Police and 
Crime Commissioners to produce an annual report and upon Police and Crime Panels to 
consider that report and make recommendations to the Commissioner. 
 
Panel members are therefore requested to consider the attached draft report and make such 
recommendations regarding it as they consider appropriate. 
 
 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? YES  
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

 

File Ref No. Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

Host Authority File 
 

LS-
0511/46 

County Hall, Carmarthen. 
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Front cover 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed-Powys 

Annual report 2018-19 

Safeguarding our communities together 

 

Contents 

1. Foreword 

2. About this annual report 
3. Setting out my priorities 

4. The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
5. Working with the Chief Officer team 
6. Keeping our communities safe 

7. Safeguarding the vulnerable 
8. Protecting from serious harm 

9. Connecting with communities 
10. Working together 
11. Spending money wisely 

12. Looking ahead 

 

1. Foreword 

At the end of what I would say has been my busiest year in office so far, it is 

encouraging to look back on the significant progress that has been made during 
the last 12 months. The most notable success for me has been the delivery of 
my commitment to re-invest in CCTV cameras across Carmarthenshire, 

Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire and Powys. The project has brought more than 120 
cameras to 17 towns across the Force area at a cost of £1.3m. By the end of 

2018/19, just two towns were awaiting installation, with those that were already 
live beginning to deliver results in the prevention and detection of crime. 

2018 was a very important year for Dyfed-Powys Police as they celebrated their 
50th anniversary as a Force. I was involved in the celebrations by attending a 

religious service and speaking at the Force’s ‘Journey through Time’ event 
hosted by newsreader Huw Edwards in April 2018. The event was attended by 

Dyfed-Powys Police officers and staff past and present and showcased images 
and stories of notable dates in the Force’s history. I feel it a great honour to be 
the Police and Crime Commissioner during such an important milestone in the 

Force’s history. In September 2018 we opened our doors to the public with a 
Dyfed-Powys Police Open Day to continue the celebrations of the 50 years’ 

anniversary with a specific event at Police Headquarters, complimented by 
events within every county across the Force area. Despite a wet and cold day, 
hundreds of people turned out to learn more about the Force and the role of my 

office as we work tirelessly to support communities and keep people safe. 

It is difficult for me to convey to you the hive of activity that my office has 
become, but I’m pleased that towards the end of the year my team’s efforts 

were recognised through the awarding of the national Quality Mark for 
Transparency. CoPaCC (Comparing our Police and Crime Commissioners) is an 
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independent national body that monitors police governance. Every year they 
award the quality mark to recognise OPCCs’ excellent performance in providing 

the public with information in an accessible format online.  

I continued to participate in a variety of national work in Wales and England, 
including my membership of the Police ICT Company Board, which has realised 

in excess of £28Million in savings for police forces across England and Wales.  

I am an active member of the All Wales Criminal Justice Board and was asked to 
provide evidence to Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd’s Commission of Justice in Wales. 

I made both written and oral representations of my views on the policing 
landscape and the wider criminal justice system in Wales and how this may 
evolve and improve in the future. The Commission expects to report before the 

end of 2019. 

2019/20 promises to be equally busy! I look forward to taking over the Chair of 
the All Wales Policing Group for 2019/20 to ensure that opportunities for 

collaboration within Wales are maximised. I will also be working to ensure that 
the specific context and challenges for Welsh policing is understood and 
accounted for in policy and resourcing decisions by all governments. I remain 

deeply committed to working hard over the coming months to ensure the Dyfed-
Powys Police Force area remains the safest place to live and work in England and 

Wales. I hope you enjoy reading my annual report. 

Image 0: PCC 

Image 1: Signature 

Dafydd Llywelyn 

Police and Crime Commissioner 

 

2. About this annual report 

In accordance with the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, Police 

and Crime Commissioners are required to produce an annual report. This report 
highlights the key achievements during my third year in office. The same Act 
sets out my duty to issue a Police and Crime Plan, which was published in March 

2017. 

I was clear at the beginning of my term of office that the security and safety of 
Dyfed-Powys comes first. I am committed to represent and engage fully with 

communities and to act as the voice of the public on all police and crime 
matters. I have advocated for strong partnership working and a joined up 

approach in tackling matters relating to crime and anti-social behaviour. 

This report is a synopsis of my third year and highlights some of my key plans 
for my final year in this term of office. 

Fact box 

12 things to know about my role 

I am responsible for: 

 Setting the priorities for Dyfed-Powys Police; 
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 Publishing a Police and Crime Plan; 

 Engaging with communities and representing the public’s voice on policing 
matters; 

 Working closely with community safety and criminal justice partners; 
 Supporting victims and bringing people to justice; 

 Commissioning services to make communities safer and to support the 
vulnerable; 

 Appointing and, if necessary, dismissing the Chief Constable; 

 Dealing with complaints and disciplinary matters against the Chief 
Constable; 

 Holding the Chief Constable to account; and 
 Setting the annual Police budget and precept level. 

I am not responsible for: 

 Day-to-day deployment and delivery of police services known as 

‘operational policing’; or 
 Investigating complaints against police officers below the rank of Chief 

Constable. 

 

 
3. Setting out my priorities 

My Police and Crime Plan was published in March 2017 and is available here. It 

sets out my priorities and how progress is measured. 

My priorities focus on: 

 Keeping our communities safe; 
 Safeguarding the vulnerable; 
 Protecting our communities from serious threats; and 

 Connecting with communities 

These priorities are the cornerstone against which all progress is evaluated. The 
priorities were created in direct response to feedback from you the public, along 

with input from the private sector, police staff and officers and partners. 

They are underpinned by the following principles: 

 Supporting victims; 
 Engaging with the public; 

 Working together; 
 Providing strong leadership; and 

 Delivering value for money. 

Quote bubble 

“As Chief Constable I am responsible for safeguarding our communities 

across Dyfed and Powys through the delivery of efficient, effective and 
responsive policing. Supporting the Commissioner’s Police and Crime Plan is 
our Police and Crime Delivery Plan that sets out how we will deliver policing 

against the Police and Crime Plan priorities.  We regularly review delivery to 
ensure that we remain agile and responsive to changing crime and 

community needs.” – Chief Constable Mark Collins, BSc. 
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Image 2: With Chief Constable Mark Collins during one of our Policing 

Accountability Boards held in front of a school council. 

 

4. The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

During 2018/19 I continued to be supported by a team of dedicated and 
professional individuals who are instrumental in advising me on a daily basis. I 
am pleased that since their transfer to my office in 2017, the Estates Team has 

made good progress in furthering my Estates Programme and I look forward to 
the capital developments making significant progress during my final year of this 

term in office.  

My engagement team was brought up to full-complement during the year, which 
has enabled me to continue to focus on providing additional ways for you to 

meet me and my team, being the bridge between the public and police. I am 
grateful to those who make the effort to attend the variety of engagement 
events my team has provided this year, as well as those who contact my office 

through alternative means. I am pleased that my office has provided more 
opportunities for you to connect with me through social media, as well as 

maintaining my phone line, email inbox and post bag. Your views and feedback 
are essential for me to continue to ensure you have access to the best policing 
and crime services when you need them.  

Fact box 

My Team’s Demographics 

Total Staff: 38 

Gender:  Male - 19 Female - 19 

Complying with Legislation 

You can be confident that I meet my publishing responsibilities, as my office was 

awarded the CoPaCC national Quality Mark for Transparency during 2018/19. 
The compliance function within my office ensures that any changes and updates 

to legislation is acted upon and that members of the public have an avenue to 
request information which we hold. As one of 28 OPCCs to be presented with the 
award during 2018/19, my office has proven that they provide independent, 

consistent and clear information on my activity and performance. 

 

Quote box: 

“For my part, these OPCCs have all demonstrated that they are transparent in 
what they do, meeting relevant legal requirements. They present key 
information in an accessible format on their websites. I congratulate them all on 

their award-winning work, and I look forward to what I trust will be continued 
excellent work by each and every one of them in this area.”  Paul Grady, Head of 

Police for Grant Thornton, Assurance providers and sponsors of the CoPaCC 
Transparency Quality Mark. 

The compliance function within my office is also responsible for processing all 
requests for information under the FOI Act. We aim to publish a variety of 
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requests that may be of interest to individuals or organisations through our 
requests and response (disclosure log) on my website. 

On occasion we may need to request personal information about you in order to 

help answer your query, provide relevant support and advice to you, monitor 
trends in concerns being raised in your area and keep you informed of my work 

in your area. The Freedom of Information Act (2000) allows you to request any 
information we may hold on you via a subject access request, all the details of 

how to make such a request are on my website and my office will ensure that 
you receive a response within one month. 

Welsh Language Standards 

I have continued to develop my staff’s Welsh language ability in order to provide 
a bilingual service. All of my vacancies state that the ability to speak Welsh is 

desirable as a minimum. During 2018/19, I advertised one position (for a 
Community Engagement Officer) which required applicants to be fluent Welsh 

speakers. The front facing staff in my admin and engagement teams are all 
Welsh speakers in order for the public to engage in their preferred language on 
the phone or at public events. 

Currently 38% of my staff are confident speaking through the medium of Welsh. 
One of my staff members participated in a training opportunity to improve their 
Welsh language skills during 2018/19 and one was nominated as a Welsh 

Learner of the Year in the 2018/19 Dyfed-Powys Police Awards. 

My office continues to work with the Force in order to ensure that we adhere to 
the Welsh Language Measure of 2011 which states that Welsh and English must 

be treated equally. The OPCC has adopted the Force’s ‘Dwy Iaith Dau Ddewis’ 
logo on its correspondence to ensure that the public know they have the option 
of communicating with us in either language. 

All OPCC led public events have a translator on hand and all public 
documentation is available bilingually. 

Image 51b: Dwy iaith dau dewis logo 

Investment in Local People 

This year, I had reason to celebrate National Apprenticeship Week, following my 

apprentice’s successful first year in post. 

Last year, I was the first Police and Crime Commissioner in Wales to employ an 
apprentice and intern. Apprentices and interns have been shown to add value, 
provide a skilled workforce for the future, increase staff loyalty and retention, 

change work prospects and open up interesting new pathways for both employer 
and employee. 

Following a competitive recruitment process last February, Anwen Howells has 

been working as my Business Support Apprentice, whilst working towards two 
NVQ qualifications in Business Administration from Coleg Sir Gȃr. 

Quote Bubbles: 

“Getting to grips with the complex world of policing was a challenge at first, but 

I enjoy learning something new every day, and seeing first-hand the impact the 
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Police and Crime Commissioner has on local communities across Dyfed-Powys.” 
Anwen Howells, Business Support Apprentice. 

“Internships and apprenticeships provide an opportunity to gain a range of 

valuable work experience while in paid employment, offer excellent career 
progression and will allow the force to widen its talent pool. This is a positive 

step in our journey to train and retain more local staff from across the Dyfed-
Powys area. I also welcome Dyfed-Powys Police’s commitment to providing 

apprenticeships across the service.” Dafydd Llywelyn. 

Following last year’s success of a Student Internship in partnership with Coleg 
Cymraeg Cenedlaethol, this year my office teamed up with the Open University 

in Wales to offer a unique Student Internship opportunity, sponsored by 
Santander. James Tansley, a recent Maths and ICT graduate of the Open 

University, joined my team in October initially on a 10 week placement, which 
went so well, I extended his contract for a total of 6 months. Working with my 

assurance and engagement functions, James demonstrated, as Teleri did last 
year, that work placements offer fresh perspectives, increase my office’s 
diversity and support my staff in delivering my objectives. It is my pleasure to 

be able to contribute to the development of the local workforce and I wish James 
every success in the future. 

I will be continuing to invest in local people over the coming year through 

additional internship and work placement opportunities. 

 

5. Working with the Chief Officer Team 

Public Accountability 

Following my commitment in 2017 to ensuring that people across the Force area 
have access to me and my office, 2018 saw us hosting our quarterly Policing 

Accountability Board meetings (PAB) in all four counties across Dyfed-Powys.  At 
each meeting, members of the public were encouraged to ask questions and 

participate in order to challenge Board Members and find out how high level 
policing decisions impacts people on a day to day basis. In May, sixth form 
students in Crickhowell School were given the opportunity to attend the meeting 

and engage with myself, my Executive Team and Chief Officers within the Force.  
Following this example, we have since hosted PAB meetings at the Council 

Chambers in Aberaeron in August, Preseli School in November, and Dyffryn 
Amman School in February 2019.  As Commissioner, it is important to me that 
people can see how my role challenges the Chief Constable to ensure the best 

possible policing service for Dyfed-Powys. 

Image 3: With my staff and students from Ysgol Dyffryn Amman during 

February’s Policing Accountability Board 

Joint Community Engagement Events 

I have had the pleasure of attending various community engagement events 

with Chief Constable Mark Collins and other Senior Officers, including joint public 
meetings in Carmarthen and Pumsaint where local residents had the opportunity 

to ask their burning questions about local policing.  
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Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, Fire and Rescue Services 
(HMICFRS) 

I am pleased to report that during 2018/19 the Chief Constable and his team 

continued to make improvements in relation to HMICFRS gradings, most notably 
in relation to crime data integrity (how accurately the Force records crimes). The 

Force has made significant changes to improve how they record domestic-
related incidents, improvements which my office will monitor with interest over 

the coming year. Both the Force and my office are also working together to 
ensure I efficiently discharge my function to oversee compliance with the 
Victims’ Code of Practice, as set out in the Ministry of Justice’s 2018 Victims’ 

Strategy. 

This year saw the first iteration of the Force Management Statement, a self-
assessment that the Chief Constable was required to prepare for HMICFRS. The 

extensive work that Force representatives invested in the drafting of the 
Statement is testament to the Force’s commitment to continually improve. I am 
grateful for the insights the process provided my office in ensuring my scrutiny 

activity is focused on the areas where it can make the most impact. 

Scrutiny 

In order to discharge my statutory function to hold the Chief Constable to 
account for the delivery of an effective and efficient police service for the public, 

my office has developed a detailed scrutiny framework. This new framework 
utilises a network of volunteers, partners, the public and my staff to undertake 

proportionate, timely and topical scrutiny work. It is designed to offer a broad 
range of methods, from quick “snapshot” reviews through to detailed thematic 
reviews, which incorporate public, partner and police workforce consultation, 

data analysis and dip-sampling.  Topics are selected by assessing public interest, 
national developments, impact and risk.    

A part of this scrutiny “menu” are thematic deep dives. Designed to utilise a 

variety of analysis, consultation and research methods, my staff work together 
to review a theme. They consider current best practice within and outside of 
policing, the current performance of Dyfed-Powys Police, public and workforce 

opinion and national developments. This provides me with the evidence to make 
an informed decision on the performance of the service.  

It is important to me that this scrutiny work positively impacts the police service 

the public receive; whether that be through instigating and supporting service 
improvements, or through lobbying for change on their behalf.    

Important aspects of the framework are how the scrutiny findings are presented 

to the Chief Constable for comment, and how the finished article, including my 
observations and the Chief Constable’s response, is communicated to the public. 

Scrutiny findings are presented to a key individual within Dyfed-Powys Police, 

who considers the observations and provides clarity or commitments as to how 
they intend on resolving any concerns. This is then provided in a formal report to 
the Chief Constable and myself for consideration, and importantly it is then 

published on my website and promoted via social media.  

The reports are also presented publically to the Police and Crime Panel, enabling 
additional scrutiny and quality assurance of my work. Where the review has 
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been significantly detailed and involved public consultation, I front a podcast 
outlining the key findings and recommendations which are outlined in a one-

page summary document. 

In September 2018, my office published the results of its first scrutiny deep dive 
review, which sought to provide assurance on how legitimately Dyfed-Powys 

Police officers utilise their powers of force on members of the public. I am 
pleased with the improvements that this work stimulated, including improved 

use of Body Worn Video footage to support officers’ actions, and reviews of 
officer safety training and recording practices. 

I am committed to continuing this style of scrutiny to focus on the issues that 
matter to the public, and early in 2019/20 will be publishing the results of my 

review of the Force’s approach to tackling illegal drug use.  

Scrutiny Panels 

In addition to the deep dive approach, my Quality Assurance Panel is also 
instrumental in the regular programme of scrutiny activity. Consisting of a group 

of up to 15 volunteer residents, the Panel meets every other month to conduct 
reviews of dip-sampled records of police-public interactions, including: stop and 

search cases, incidents where force has been used, hate crimes, call handling 
and complaints handling. The Panel provides unique insights from a lay-person’s 
perspective on the quality of the police interaction with the public.  

Their work has helped to support improvements within the Force, such as 

improved recording practices, as well as giving me an understanding of how well 
the Force is supporting victims and treating everyone they meet with fairness 

and respect. All of the Panel’s reports are also available on my website.  

Image 4: Representatives of my Quality Assurance Panel 

My office also coordinates an Out of Court Disposal Scrutiny Panel, which brings 
together representatives from across the criminal justice sector (including 

Courts, Probation, Youth Offending Teams and the Crown Prosecution Service) to 
review crimes dealt with through alternative outcomes to court, such as cautions 
and community resolutions.  

Their work has prompted enhanced training for officers and improvements to 

Force policies to support officers to make the most appropriate decisions in 
delivering proportionate and effective justice. 

 

Quote box 

“The OPCC’s work supports my ability to negotiate and lobby for improved 
resourcing for Dyfed-Powys Police. By sharing the results of my Office’s scrutiny 

activity with the public and partners, I’m supporting the Force’s engagement 
with the public and critically, supporting the public to make informed decisions 

about their confidence in their policing services.” 

Complaints 

One of my key statutory responsibilities as your Police and Crime Commissioner 

is to deal with formal complaints against the Chief Constable. I must decide 
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initially whether to record the complaint (in line with legislative requirements) 
and if so, how to address it. During 2018/19, my office received a total of 9 

complaints against the Chief Constable, of which, 7 complaints were formally 
recorded and two resulted in a non-recording decision. All 7 complaints that 

were formally recorded resulted in a ‘local resolution’ outcome. The Independent 
Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) is the appellant body in respect of all Chief 
Constable complaints received by my office. During the past financial year, the 

IOPC received a total of three appeals, with the IOPC upholding my decisions in 
all three cases. 

Fact box / infograph: 

Total number of Chief Constable complaints received:  9 
Total number of Chief Constable complaints recorded:  7 

Total escalated to external body e.g. IOPC appeal:   3 
Total upheld by external body in favour of OPCC:   3 

Total community concerns received:                                                       191 

% Closed cases resolved within 30 working days:                                95.03% 

Residents may also write to me to express their dissatisfaction over how their 

concerns have been dealt with by Dyfed-Powys Police. Community concerns are 
recorded into three main categories: Personal concerns such as anti-social 
behaviour, traffic concerns or domestic abuse; organisational concerns such as 

CCTV, financial / budgets or arrest dissatisfaction; and other concerns such as 
local / national concerns or non-policing related concerns. Each quarter, the data 

is considered for any peaks in complaints or a consistently high volume of 
complaints in a particular area of policing. Consideration is then given to the 
data in relation to any further work that may need to be undertaken to address 

repetitive concerns e.g. referral to the Quality Assurance Panel for independent 
analysis or top-level data comparison with other similar forces. The outcome of 

any independent analysis is then considered by my office to determine whether 
or not any further research work needs to be developed in relation to specific 
areas of policing such as the CCTV initiative and deep dive review. 

A representative from my office also attends the Force’s monthly Code of Ethics 

Committee, a forum designed to guide the force in decision-making and support 
the challenge of perceived unfair culture or practices in an open and transparent 

way. Themes, principles or ethical dilemmas can be raised by any police staff 
member or police officer and the discussions and outcomes are then published 

on the Dyfed-Powys Police Code of Ethics website page on the Force intranet, 
providing greater transparency to the decision making process. 

6. Keeping our communities safe 

Substance misuse services 

My investment in the jointly commissioned substance misuse services across the 

footprint of the Health Boards of Hywel Dda and Powys continued during 
2018/19, providing support and treatment services as well as onward referrals 
for those both within and outside the criminal justice system. As a result of the 

changing landscape of priorities for Government funding, along with my focus on 
early diversion and prevention, my overall funding treatment services reduced 

slightly during 2018/19. 
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The services received in excess of 3,500 referrals throughout the last year, with 
69% of these commencing treatment and 66% of those individuals exiting the 

service where classed as a positive closure. 

Image 6 – Kaleidoscope logo 

Image 7 – DDAS logo 

Rural Crime Forum, Royal Welsh Agricultural Show  

Dyfed-Powys is the largest police force area in both England and Wales, with 

much of its territory falling within rural inland areas and coastal countryside. 
Crime that occurs within these areas, and indeed across much of Wales’ 
landmass can be classified as rural crime, which is often complex, multi-faceted 

and difficult to monitor and investigate.  

In order to address rural crime issues and give it a national platform, I arranged 
an all-Wales Rural Crime Forum in the 2018 Royal Welsh Show. Sat alongside 

me, as Chair, were a panel of experts to discuss matters of rural and wildlife 
crime with members of the public. 

The panel of experts consisted of key stakeholders and commentators, including 
Chief Constable Mark Collins of Dyfed-Powys Police, Natural Resources Wales, 

North Wales Police, Farmers Union of Wales, the Wales lead for Wildlife Crime 
and Rural Affairs, Gwent Police, and the veteran agriculture broadcaster and 

journalist, Anna Jones.  

The event was an excellent opportunity to listen to the concerns of the 
agricultural and rural community, and to gain a true insight into the complexities 

of rural crime here in Dyfed-Powys and the rest of Wales. The audience used the 
opportunity to raise pertinent questions, with the main topics including fly 
tipping, modern slavery and county lines, which sees drug gangs exploiting 

young and vulnerable people in rural areas. It was also an opportunity for 
Dyfed-Powys Police to highlight developments since the launch of its 2017 Rural 

Crime Strategy, including improved partnership working with stakeholders such 
as Natural Resources Wales and the introduction of a dedicated team to deal 
with wildlife and rural affairs. The ongoing partnership work between rural forces 

in Wales provides a platform for shared knowledge that is key to tackling cross-
border criminality.  

Image 8: Rural Crime Forum Expert Panel at the 2018 Royal Welsh Agriculture 

Show 

 

CCTV  

The reinvestment and improvement of CCTV provision continues to be one of my 
top priorities. I’m thrilled to be able to say that installation started in July 2018, 

and 15 towns were live by the end of March 2019. Two further towns were 
completed in April, resulting in a total of 123 cameras operating across 17 towns 

in Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire and Powys.  

Quote bubble 
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“This is a significant investment that provides Dyfed-Powys Police with a 

modern, efficient and operationally effective CCTV capability.  This not only helps 
with monitoring crime hotspots, but helps ensure that justice is delivered swiftly 

and fairly.” Dafydd Llywelyn. 

 

FACT box:  

How does CCTV benefit you? 

o CCTV helps prevent crime, and helps police to respond to emerging 
incidents swiftly, before they escalate 

o CCTV can be used in court proceedings to prosecute criminals 

o CCTV can be used to ‘rule out’ individuals accused of crime 

o Adopting the latest technology will help Dyfed-Powys to remain one of the 
safest places to live, work and visit 

 

Image 5: With a PCSO being watched on one of 19 newly installed CCTV 

cameras in Llanelli 

Tour de Force Charity Bike Ride  

A personal highlight for me in 2018 was the Cycle Ride challenge dubbed 

#TourdeForce. Five long days were spent in the saddle as the team of officers 
and I visited every police station in the Force area during the week. Cycling an 
average of 100 miles with climbs of over 7,000ft per day and covering almost 

two thirds of Wales’s landmass was no easy challenge. I was so grateful to 
everyone who supported the event and especially to the officers who gave their 

own time to help me. I’d also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 
invaluable medical support from the charity, Cariad. The challenge really brought 
home to me how diverse our communities are, be that in rural or more urban 

areas. 

Image 10: The Tour de Force team cycling through Solva 

 

Fact box 

Together we: 

 cycled more than 3,000 miles (the equivalent of Carmarthen to Rome 
and back); 

 climbed the equivalent of Everest 5 times; 
 burned over 100,000 calories; 
 volunteered 220 hours in the saddle; 

 visited 43 police stations across Dyfed-Powys; 
 held engagement events each evening to meet with members of the 

public to raise awareness of the charity; 
 raised £4,000 for Safer Dyfed-Powys Diogelach charity; and 
 awarded over £6,000 to 7 youth groups in the area.  

 

Image 12a+b: Cariad logo & Safer D-P Diogel logo 
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Safer Dyfed-Powys Diogelach 

Safer Dyfed-Powys Diogelach is a Charity aimed at making a difference to 

communities within the Force area. During 2018/19, community groups were 
encouraged to apply for a maximum grant of £1,000 and 7 community projects 
across Dyfed-Powys were awarded a total of £6,610.  Projects covered a variety 

of fields such as -  

 specialist training for Independent Domestic Violence Advisors to support 
teenagers’ issues around topics such as gangs and relationship abuse, 

Child Sexual Exploitation and safety planning for young people (Hafan 
Cymru); 

 informal education for young people covering domestic abuse, bullying, 

water safety, cybercrime, sexual exploitation and sexual abuse (Dr Mz); 
and   

 a course for young people aged 8 to 25 to help them recover from the 
effects of domestic abuse.  (Calan Domestic Violence Service) 

 

7.  Safeguarding the vulnerable 

Child Protection 

Over 50% of all people who go missing in the United Kingdom every year are 
under the age of 18. Approximately a quarter of these are at risk of serious 

harm. Llamau provide support to children and young people who are reported as 
missing, allowing them the chance to talk through the reasons why. They aim to 
provide an opportunity to highlight the associated risks for the young person and 

to help put in place protective factors to repeat future missing episodes. During 
2018/19 1,352 children and young people were reported missing and 422 of 

these were referred to Llamau to offer a de-briefing service.  

On average it costs a maximum of £245 per debrief compared with the cost of a 
missing person investigation which ranges from £1,324 to £2,415. In 2016 one 
child alone was reported missing on 62 separate occasions, costing Dyfed-Powys 

Police over £80,000. Case studies from prolific missing young people whose 
behaviour has altered following a debrief show significant savings in 

investigation costs and improved safeguarding of the young people. This 
includes a young female at risk of exploitation who was reported missing 10 
times within an 8 month period. Following 2 debrief sessions there were no 

further missing episodes reported.  

Image 13: Llamau logo 

Youth Offending Teams (YOTs) 

I continued to fund the work of Youth Offending Teams during 2018/19, 
providing £180,000 of investment over the four local authority areas serviced by 

Dyfed–Powys Police. 

The Youth Offending Teams provide a multi-agency approach to working with 
young people aged 8-17 at risk of offending, with the aim of improving their 

safety and wellbeing. This is achieved through interventions and activities which 
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are replicated across the four Youth Offending Teams, as well as those which are 
individually designed based on local needs of each community. 

During the last year 262 individuals were referred into the YOTs – 68% of these 

were male and 90% were under 16 years old. Initial evaluation of this work 
shows that these services are effective in doing this and breaking the offending 

cycle. 

The YOTs continue to evaluate the effectiveness of their interventions in 
reducing the likelihood of those who have engaged going on to re-offend.  

Domestic Abuse 

Domestic abuse is one of the most serious and wide reaching issues faced across 

the Dyfed-Powys area, affecting not only those directly involved, but also their 
family, friends and support networks. With an ever increasing awareness of the 

different facets of domestic abuse, including the use of coercive and economic 
control, there is a need for a much greater response to support victims in our 
communities. 

To support victims of all forms of domestic abuse, I jointly commission a new 

Independent Domestic Violence Advisory (IDVA) service along with the four 
Local Authorities in Dyfed-Powys. This new contract commenced in July 2018 

and offers a regional approach to supporting high risk victims of domestic abuse 
and domestic violence, offering both practical and emotional support, with IDVAs 
qualified to a nationally recognised level of accreditation. The aim is to provide 

equity of service, irrespective of where our victims live. 

Since its inception the service has received 972 referrals, with almost 84% of 
these receiving support.   

Image 14a+b: Hafan Cymru and Gwalia logos 

White Ribbon Event 

I jointly hosted an event in Police Headquarters in October 2018 to celebrate 
Dyfed-Powys Police, along with Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service and 
Carmarthenshire County Council being awarded White Ribbon Accreditation. The 

event brought together key partners from across these organisations and I was 
proud to welcome both Avril Bracey, Chair of the Regional Violence Against 

Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Board, as well as Christine 
Grimshaw, Head of Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 
Violence Team in Welsh Government. 

The event was an ideal opportunity to celebrate the hard work being undertaken 

by partner organisations to address the issues faced by victims of both domestic 
abuse and sexual violence. The event culminated in a round table discussion 

focusing on how a partnership approach to supporting victims can be fostered 
across the represented organisations. I am keen that this focus is maintained 
and I will be drawing partners together during the 2019/20 financial year to 

assess what progress has been made. 

Image 15: White ribbon logo  

Sexual Abuse 
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New Pathways continues to provide 24 hour access to crisis support for victims 
of sexual abuse and on-going support in a safe environment that offers 

safeguarding and specialist clinical and forensic care. 

During 2018/19 my office has been heavily engaged with the three other Welsh 
forces and health partners in a large scale review of sexual abuse services, 

ensuring that these provide equitable, effective and sustainable services to 
victims of some of the most heinous crimes. This project remains ongoing and 

aims to deliver a revised model of services across South West Wales in the near 
future.  

The service received 335 referrals for 2018/19, with 42% of these reports being 
for historic cases. In addition, there were also 408 referrals for counselling 

services, with 32% of these being for children and young people. 

Image 16: With the New Pathways team at the Dyfed-Powys Police open day 

Embrace 

This year, I became a trustee of Embrace Child Victims of Crime, a charity which 
is solely focused on supporting children, young people and families who have 

become victims of serious crime. Embrace’s role is to help people cope with the 
terrible things that have happened to them, support their recovery by providing 

services which enable them to put events behind them so they can move on and 
enjoy life again. I have made a commitment to run the London Marathon in April 
2019 with a pledge of raising £1,000 for Embrace so they can continue with their 

excellent work. 

Image 17: Embrace logo  

Armed Forces Covenant Pledge  

Following discussions between myself and the Chief Constable, Dyfed-Powys 
Police signed the Armed Forces Covenant in a ceremony at Dering Lines in 

Brecon on the 20th of February 2019. This simple act shows Dyfed-Powys 
Police’s commitment to support the armed forces community, recognising the 

significant contribution serving personnel, reservists, veteran and military 
families make to keeping us safe. The Armed Forces Covenant is a UK-wide 
commitment to military personnel to acknowledge and understand that those 

who currently serve or who have served in the armed forces should be treated 
with fairness and respect in the communities, economy and societies they serve. 

Image 18: Armed Forces Covenant logo 

 

 

Arad Goch 

In previous years I have awarded grants to numerous groups across 
communities in the Dyfed-Powys area, through my ‘Commissioner’s Community 
Funding’ scheme. It is always heartening to see what this funding can create. At 

the beginning of September, I visited Cwmni Theatr Arad Goch in Aberystwyth to 
sit in on a rehearsal of a production for which such funding had been provided. It 

was my pleasure to have been able to provide £5,000 of funding towards the 
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research and scriptwriting of a new production by Cwmni Theatr Arad Goch – 
‘#Hudo / #Tempted’. The aim of the production, which was performed in Welsh 

and in English, was to raise young people’s awareness of their rights and the law 
in the field of sexual exploitation. It’s not just an urban problem: sexual 

exploitation exists in rural communities such as Dyfed-Powys as well. In rural 
areas, problems such as loneliness and isolation can heavily affect young people. 
There is often no network of close peer links and the appeal of digital media, and 

the easy access to them, creates new crises and problems for young people. It is 
therefore important to raise their awareness of sexual exploitation. ‘#Hudo / 

#Tempted’ toured secondary schools throughout Ceredigion and 
Carmarthenshire during October. Thank you to Cwmni Theatr Arad Goch, and 
the cast of ‘#Hudo /#Tempted’, for successfully relaying this important 

information in such an effective way.  
 

Image 19: Arad Goch logo 

Image 20: with the cast of #Hudo / #Tempted 

Youth Forum  

This year saw the launch of my first ever Youth Forum during a special event 
held at Canolfan S4C Yr Egin, Carmarthen. My Youth Forum for policing and 
crime was officially launched on Thursday 13 December and highlighted my 

commitment to listening to the voice of young people. The Forum consists of 
Youth Ambassadors who are aged 11-18 and represent a range of community 

youth groups and organisations from across Dyfed-Powys. My aim is to continue 
to build relationships with existing youth groups, youth councils and forums 
across the region, many of which are already represented on my Forum, so that 

young people can inform my decisions in relation to policing and crime.  
 

I am pleased to confirm that the newly-elected members of the Welsh Youth 
Parliament are represented on my Forum, and I have already started discussions 
with the Senedd in Cardiff on ways for my Youth Ambassadors to feed into the 

work of the Welsh Youth Parliament and vice versa. I’m very grateful to my 
Youth Ambassadors for volunteering their time, and I look forward to seeing the 

Youth Forum develop and mature over the next year.  
The launch of my Youth Forum was also an opportunity to premiere a short film 
created by Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru and Travelling Ahead’s West Wales 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Youth Forum, which was created as part of National 
Hate Crime Awareness Week 2018. The work that I commissioned via Welsh 

Government funding, was the result of a series of workshops which explored the 
concept of community, love and a sense of belonging. 

Image 22: The launch of my Youth Forum 

 

Quote bubble 

“Our young people have thoroughly enjoyed the process of working with Theatr 
Genedlaethol Cymru through the Police and Crime Commissioner, to explore 
such complex issues in a dynamic way. They are now also delighted to become 

Youth Ambassadors for the Gypsy Traveller and Roma community on the 
Commissioner’s Youth Forum.” Denise Barry from Travelling Ahead 
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Community safety 

I continued to work with Community Safety Partnership Managers throughout 
the year and provided funding opportunities for projects which assist in the 

delivery of my Police and Crime Plan priorities.  

In Pembrokeshire, I provided funding to deliver the KiVA project, aimed at 
raising awareness of bullying and cyber bullying in primary and secondary 

schools and tackling cases of bullying in schools. This is being achieved in direct 
collaboration with school children through surveys and assessing pupils’ views to 

ensure that this is effectively addressed. 

Victim Satisfaction 

During 2018/19, 786 telephone interviews were carried out with victims of 
crime. The results of these surveys indicate that 81% of victims were satisfied 

with the ‘whole experience’, with 95% being satisfied with the treatment they 
received from the police. 

The team conducting the surveys are co-located within police premises, allowing 
them to quickly raise matters where victims are not satisfied with the level of 

contact they have received. This allows information to be quickly passed to 
police officers in order that it can be acted upon. This proximity is a key benefit 

of the service being delivered in-house, allowing a continuous improvement 
approach to be applied to the service provided to victims of crime. 

Restorative Justice 

Wales Community Rehabilitation Company (CRC) continues to deliver victim-led 

restorative justice throughout Dyfed-Powys, with specially trained facilitators 
working to provide advice and guidance to victims of crime on how to deal with 
the aftermath of an offence. 

During 2018/19, the Wales CRC team were recognised during the Her Majesty’s 

Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) in Wales Awards, highlighting great 
teamwork and incredible passion for restorative justice. They were also re-

awarded the Restorative Justice Quality Mark, signifying the safe, high quality 
practice delivered. 

In addition, and to ensure that the best possible service is provided to victims of 

crime, Dyfed-Powys Police delivered training on restorative justice practices to 
all police officers up to the rank of Inspector. This equipped them with a basic 
understanding of the benefits of restorative justice and how it could be delivered 

informally with victims.  

Throughout the year 7 referrals were made to Wales CRC, resulting in three 
apology letters and four face to face conferences. For each case, there is a 

significant amount of time dedicated to preparing both the victim and offender 
for the process. Victims receive ongoing support before, during and after the 
conference to ensure their experience is as safe and positive as possible. I am 

aware of the low number of victims who take up the offer of restorative justice 
but I am dedicated to raising awareness and ensuring that all those who are 

eligible receive an informed and independent offer of service.  

Pathfinder 
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In April 2018 I commenced a pilot Pathfinder scheme in Pembrokeshire. The 
scheme is aimed at identifying the root cause of low level offending patterns by 

assessing the needs of individuals who come into contact with the police. This 
service builds on the previous Women’s Pathfinder scheme; however by 

widening the eligibility criteria to accept both male and female offenders it seeks 
to provide an equitable service to all. 

The service is delivered by voluntary sector organisation Pobl and is based on a 

multi-agency approach utilising the assessment process as the gateway into a 
personalised support programme, delivered over a four month period. 

During 2018/19, the service received 163 referrals, which resulted in 128 
individuals being taken onto caseload. Of these, 54 successfully completed their 

personalised programme (by the end of the financial year), with an average of 
33 hours of support being provided to each individual. 

An interim evaluation has been undertaken to fully understand the benefits of 

this service, and discussions are on-going with Dyfed-Powys Police in terms of 
the future of the scheme. Pobl has agreed to an additional extension to the pilot 
scheme up to June 2019 to allow these discussions to take place. 

Goleudy 

Goleudy continued to offer support to victims of crime and witnesses across 
Dyfed-Powys on my behalf. Whilst Goleudy offers a fully independent service to 
victims, the team does work closely with police colleagues to ensure a seamless 

service delivery and provision of the most up to date information for victims 
regarding their case. In April 2018, this remit was widened to not only support 

victims of crime, but to provide support to high risk victims of anti-social 
behaviour also. This bridges the gap in service for victims and allows seamless 
support to be offered whether dealing with a victim of crime or anti-social 

behaviour, with cases often being interlinked. During 2018/19, Goleudy 
supported 2,408 victims of crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Image 23: With members of the Goleudy team 

 ACEs now branded the Early Action Together Programme 

Fact box 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) include a range of traumatic and stressful 
events that children can be exposed to while growing up. These include: 

childhood abuse (physical, sexual or emotional); family breakdown; exposure to 
domestic violence; or living in a household affected by substance misuse, mental 

illness or where someone is incarcerated. 

 

My office, along with Dyfed-Powys Police, were part of an all-Wales collaborative 
bid to the Home Office Police Transformation Fund in 2018/19. The bid was for a 
project to address the lack of early intervention and preventative activity when 

ACEs are evident and families are at risk of poor outcomes (for example, 
involvement in crime).  The project was awarded £7million over 3 years from the 

Home Office. A workforce development approach will be developed, aligned with 
and supporting existing resources, systems and assets to prevent and mitigate 

the impact of ACEs.  
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Image 24: EAT logo 

Early Intervention Youth Fund 

This is another example of a successful all-Wales collaborative bid between me 

and my counterparts across Wales. It was jointly developed with all relevant 
community safety partners, Youth Offending Teams and formal partners. The 

project was successful in obtaining £1.2m of funding split between the 4 Welsh 
Police Forces and Police and Crime Commissioner Offices and will enable it to run 

until March 2020. 

The work will start next year in a number of key hot spot areas but will impact 
across the wider population of Wales and beyond through the delivery 
programme and learning network.  

The proposal is for a multifaceted approach to understanding and tackling the 

root causes of serious violence, through early intervention and prevention, 
including:   

 one to one direct intervention and holistic support; 

 positive activities and alternative pathways; 
 education and awareness; and 

 family intervention. 

Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 
(VAWDASV) Capital grant 

Towards the end of 2018/19 my office was successful in securing a grant from 

the Welsh Government of £9,060 to purchase domestic abuse vulnerability kits. 
The kits, consisting of different security measures and equipment, are loaned 

out to victims and fitted to improve home security and provide reassurance that 
they are safe to remain in their homes. Dyfed-Powys Police in partnership with 
Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service will provide a multi-agency, victim 

centred approach to minimising the effects of domestic violence on victims by 
providing them with a way that they can stay in their homes and limit the risk of 

repeat incidents.   

Image 25: With representatives from Mid Wales and Rescue Service with 

Domestic abuse vulnerability kits. 

  

8. Protecting our communities from serious threats 

With the ongoing uncertainty around the UK’s future position in Europe, my 

office has been kept abreast of the Force’s preparations to ensure the residents 
and visitors of Dyfed-Powys remain safe throughout the process. I have 

responded to the Home Secretary’s consultation on a revision to the Strategic 
Policing Requirement (national threats) in late 2018 and await the result with 
interest. 

Fraud and Cyber Crime 

Over 70 people from a cross section of the community and partners attended my 
annual St. David’s Day conference, which this year focussed on fraud and cyber-
crime.  
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Guest speakers included Children’s Commissioner for Wales Sally Holland, CEO 
of Get Safe Online Tony Neate, the University of South Wales Lecturer in 

Forensics and Security Amila Perera, Chris Phillips from the Regional Organised 
Crime Unit (ROCU), and Paul Callard and DC Gareth Jordan from Dyfed-Powys 

Police’s Finance Crime and Digital and Cyber Crime Teams. The aim was to raise 
awareness of the scale of the threat posed by cyber-crime, detail the numbers 
and types of people affected and critically, what preventative measures can be 

put in place to safeguard against this.  

The event was also supported by Dyfed-Powys Police’s CCTV team and the 
homelessness charity Llamau who brought information stalls to keep attendees 

up to date with the latest safeguarding technology.  

Furthermore, a “Safeguarding your Business” event was hosted by Dyfed-Powys 
Police with support from my office in conjunction with Pembrokeshire College in 

November 2018. The event was funded by the Modern Day Slavery 
Transformation Unit, which had been secured by my External Funding Advisor. 

I have funded 50% of a Fraud Safeguarding Officer role from October 2018 to 
March 2019 at a cost of circa £9,000. This funding will increase to 100% from 

April 2019. This role was introduced to assist with the delivery of Operation 
Signature, a national initiative to identify and support vulnerable victims of 

fraud.  

Image 26: Sally Holland Children’s Commissioner for England and Wales 

speaking at this year’s St David’s Day conference.  

Image 27: With Amila Perera, University of South Wales, Chris Phillips, TARIAN 
ROCU an PC Gareth Jordan, Dyfed-Powys Digital Media Investigator at the fraud 

and cyber-crime conference. 

 Response to flooding 

Back in October 2018, Dyfed-Powys along with many other parts of the country 

faced a challenging time due to the unpredicted weather conditions. We faced 
some of the worst flooding in over 30 years. People’s lives were disrupted and 
tragically an individual was killed in a landslide in Carmarthenshire. Areas of 

Ceredigion and South Powys were also affected with numerous roads and 
bridges being closed.  

 
Incredible effort was made by the police service along with its partners, bringing 
about a multi-agency response to a situation which caused clear risk to life and 

damage to properties. Being a non-devolved organisation, operating in a 
devolved environment does have its challenges. However, for me, the 

professional and prompt multi-agency response to safeguard our communities 
was an outstanding example of true partnership working.  

Council for Voluntary Youth Services 

During 2018/19, I continued to provide funding to the Council for Voluntary 
Youth Services to provide detached youth workers in both Dr M’z youth club in 
Carmarthen and The Point in Fishguard. These workers engaged with young 

people aged between 11 and 24 years old and aimed to encourage the 
participation of young people living in rural areas of our communities. 
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During the period ending March 2019, the projects had worked with 141 young 
people who took part in a wide range of the diversionary activities offered, 

including fire safety sessions, theatre forum workshops and ‘at-risk’ young 
people awareness sessions. 

Image 27b: CWVYS logo 

 

9.  Connecting with communities 

Volunteers 

I have continued to host several volunteer schemes including the Animal Welfare 
Scheme, Independent Custody Visiting Scheme and the Quality Assurance Panel. 
I currently have 46 volunteers working with me to help monitor and ensure 

professionalism within Dyfed-Powys Police. The range of volunteer schemes 
available within my office play an important part in supporting me with my vision 

and the delivery of my Police and Crime Plan. 

Volunteer Training 

In December, my office teamed up with Dyfed-Powys Police to deliver a 
volunteer training day.  Members from the Independent Advisory Group, Quality 

Assurance Panel, Animal Welfare and Independent Custody Visiting Schemes 
came together in Police Headquarters for a day full of development sessions, 
including unconscious bias training, communication skills and assertiveness 

training as well as a focus group on tackling illegal drugs. 

Animal Welfare Scheme 

Volunteers in my Animal Welfare Scheme look at the welfare and conditions 
under which Dyfed-Powys Police dogs are housed, trained, transported and 

deployed. Our Animal Welfare visitors are independent members of the local 
community, to ensure the public’s confidence that police dogs are being cared 

for and trained humanely, ethically and transparently. 

Over the last year our Animal Welfare Visitors made 31 visits to dog handlers, 
seeing 57 dogs. A concern regarding the flow of the air conditioning to the 
kennel in the back of one vehicle was highlighted, which was already being 

actioned by the Dog Section at the time of the visit. No other concerns have 
been raised over the last year in relation to the welfare of Dyfed-Powys Police 

dogs. 

During November 2018 an annual training and thank you day was organised. 
The Animal Welfare Visitors received updates from the Dog Section on their work 

over the last year and the Estates Department regarding the progress being 
made with new dog kennels. A particular highlight of the day was an input from 
PC Dave Wardell on the important progress being made in relation to the Animal 

Welfare (Service Animals) Bill, also known as Finn’s Law, which seeks to provide 
increased protection for service animals. 

Image 28: My animal welfare visitors with their certificates of thanks for their 

important contribution to safeguarding our service’s animals. 

Image 29: Rey, Dyfed-Powys Police General Purpose Dog 
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Independent Custody Visitors 

Fact box: 

It is a statutory requirement for me to have an Independent Custody Visiting 
Scheme. These volunteers visit police custody areas to check on the wellbeing of 
detainees and to ensure that their rights are being upheld. 

They provide me with an independent assurance on the conditions in which 
detainees are being held within custody; providing the public with reassurance 
that detained persons are treated appropriately and fairly within Dyfed-Powys. 

 

Fact box: 

Did you know? Dyfed-Powys Police custody suites held 6,709 detainees during 
2018/19! 

During October, my office organised an annual training day for all Independent 
Custody Visitors (ICVs). Inputs during the day included a session on mental 
health within custody, an input from the Search Team, an overview of the use of 

force within custody and an input on the pre-release processes in place for 
safeguarding detainees. 

I was pleased to welcome three new ICVs over the year, who received the 

customary induction training and shadow visit with an experienced ICV before 
commencing in role. Regrettably the scheme had 5 resignations across the year, 
which meant that there were 25 active ICVs at the end of March 2019. However, 

my team continued to promote any volunteer vacancies, resulting in a further 
two awaiting vetting clearance to commence their role as ICVs. In 2018/19, a 

total of 187 visits were made across the Force area, with 191 detainees being 
visited and 83 being observed. There were 370 detainees in custody at the time 
of an ICV visit over the last year. Issues raised over this period were 

maintenance and cleanliness related concerns, including peeling paint, cracks in 
flooring, showers requiring attention, rooms and cells being used as storage, and 

inaccurate CCTV timings. All issues raised were reported to the Custody 
Inspectors and passed on to the relevant individuals for action. Further details 
on the issues raised from ICV visits and the progress being made against them 

can be seen in the ICV quarterly updates published on my website. 

Over the last year a member of my office along with an ICV has delivered inputs 
on the role within new custody staff and custody staff refresher training, to 

ensure that all staff within custody are aware of the ICVs and their role. 

Image 30: Mandy Walker, one of my ICV’s giving an input on the role of the ICV 

and why she volunteers at the 2018 Volunteer Celebration evening during 
Volunteers week.   

Engagement Opportunities 

This year I have hosted many engagement days across the Dyfed-Powys area.  
These days are an opportunity for me to spend a whole day within one locality, 

meeting with numerous groups and individuals such as schools, my Youth Forum 
Ambassadors, community groups, charitable organisations and members of the 
public. 
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Suggest the following list is displayed as a map with dots for all areas visited, 
but have left detail of type of meeting and month in case you have a different 

idea? 

April 

Talgarth - Community Council and One Voice Wales 

Police Headquarters - Dyfed-Powys Police 50th Anniversary open day  

Hay-on-Wye and Crickhowell - Community Engagement Day  

Pumsaint - Joint Public Meeting with Chief Constable 

Efailwen - Hoelion Wyth Beca  

Llangunnor - Residents 

May 

Brechfa - residents’ meeting regarding an illegal rave 

Throughout Dyfed-Powys - Charity Cycle Ride #TourdeForce 

Ceredigion - Station visits  

Urdd Eisteddfod – Urdd Youth Forum 

June 

Machynlleth - Community Engagement Day   

Pembrokeshire - Station visits 

Brechfa - site visits 

Llanelli - Chamber of Trade 

July 

Knighton - Town Council 

Aberaeron - Pawb a’i farn (Ceredigion Youth Council) 

Builth Wells - Rural Crime Forum at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show 

Aberystwyth – Independent Custody Visit  

 

August 

Haverfordwest - Stall at the Pembrokeshire County Show 

Carmarthen - CCTV visits 

Brechfa - follow up meeting 

Newtown – meetings with Councillors 

September 

Launch of the Rural Crime Teams following July’s Rural Crime Forum 
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Carmarthen - Joint Public Meeting with Chief Constable 

Ammanford Town Centre - CCTV engagement and Community Engagement Day  

Dolgellau - Joint rural crime team visit 

October 

Aberystwyth University - Race Council Cymru Black History Month event 

Carew - Hate Crime Awareness Week activities 

Lampeter - Cylch Cinio Llanbed 

RAY Ceredigion, Aberaeron 

Crickhowell Rotary Club 

Saundersfoot - Cymdeithas y Cymrodorion Dinbych-y Pysgod a’r Cylch 

November 

Carmarthen - White Ribbon International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women Campaign event 

Llanelli Town Centre - CCTV engagement  

Milford Haven Town Centre - CCTV engagement 

Aberystwyth - engagement day 

Fishguard - police station consultation 

Aberdovey - off road biking meeting 

Pembrokeshire College – Safeguarding Business event 

Machynlleth - Farmers Union of Wales 

Eiriol visit - Carmarthen  

December 

Carmarthen - Launch of my Youth Forum 

Carmarthen - Cadets Passing Out Parade 

Tenby Town Centre CCTV engagement  

Haverfordwest - Community Engagement Day  

Llandysul – Cylch Cinio Llandysul 

January 

Builth Wells, Talgarth and Llandrindod Wells - engagement day 

Llandovery – University of the Third Age 

Tregaron - ‘We’re in your area’ 

Lampeter - Chamber of Trade 

Lampeter - University 
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February 

Aberystwyth Town Centre - CCTV engagement 

Croesyceiliog - Ysgol Bro Myrddin 

Llandysul - Clwb Croeso  

Cardigan - engagement day 

Lampeter - University 

Pum Heol Llanelli - Cymdeithas Trefdaeth 

Saundersfoot – Police And Communities Together (PACT) meeting 

March 

Fishguard and Cardigan Town Centres - CCTV engagement 

Carmarthen engagement day 

Haverfordwest – Merched y Wawr 

Llanelli – Cadets visit 

Talgarth School – video link 

Carmarthen – visit to Welsh Government’s Cyber Resilience Promotional Bus 

We’re in your area – Tregaron 

On a snowy day in January, my staff and I, accompanied by colleagues from 

partner agencies visited the town to speak to its residents about local matters.   

A piece of work undertaken by Dyfed-Powys Police at the start of 2018 – 
OpCynefin – indicated that there were a number of local concerns in the area; 
not all of which were policing-related issues, including: dog fouling, speeding, 

parking and drugs.  Additionally, only 40% of Tregaron respondents felt 
informed about local policing, but 79% expressed an interest in finding out 

more.   

In response to this, I worked closely with a number of partners to arrange the 
event which gave local residents and business owners the opportunity to raise 

concerns, discuss local issues, and receive information on local services.   

 

Quote bubble: 

“I would like to thank the Commissioner’s Office for arranging the Community 

Engagement Event in Tregaron. It was a great opportunity to talk to residents 
about their concerns related to parking and for us to provide information and 
advice where appropriate.” Gareth Davies, Ceredigion County Council’s Parking 

Services Team Leader 

 

Fact box: 

Organisations which took part in the Tregaron ‘We’re in your area’ event: 
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Dyfed-Powys Police, Go Safe Cymru, Ceredigion County Council’s Road Safety 

and Parking Services teams and its Community Connectors, Hywel Dda Health 
Board regarding the Cylch Caron Integrated Resource Centre, Tai Wales & West 

Housing, Ceredigion Association of Voluntary Organisations and Ysgol Henry 
Richard.   

 

Image 31: One of Dyfed-Powys Police’s Mobile Stations during the “We’re in Your 

Area” event 

Image 32: A Dyfed-Powys Police Officer and partners discussing the detail of 
Tregaron’s needs 

Examples of meetings with Community Groups 

Image 33: With Barry John MBE and colleague from The VC Gallery and officers 

from the Neighbourhood Policing Team 

OreKnot Creative Hub, Carmarthen 

OreKnot was founded in 2014 to provide West Wales and the surrounding area 

with training opportunities for businesses and local communities. They 
encourage innovation and creativity through educational services, allowing 

everybody to succeed and become lifelong learners.  OreKnot is led by a great 
team of trainers and offer excellent quality learning and facilities.  I was 
impressed with the amount of work that had been carried out to renovate the 

hub, it was bright and airy with a vibrant communal space.  I was pleased that 
during my visit with a local Police Community Support Officer (PCSO), they were 

invited to attend the local Chamber of Trade meetings to improve links with local 
businesses.  

Image 34: Discussing local policing at OreKnot 

The Hub Penparcau, Aberystwyth  

I visited the Hub Community Centre at Penparcau, Aberystwyth to meet workers 

at the Hub along with local Councillors. As part of the development of my Youth 
Forum, I was impressed to see first-hand the valuable work The Hub in 
Penparcau do in the Community and am looking forward to building on our 

relationship in the coming year.  

Image 35: Discussing closer working with The Hub 

Image 36: I also had a warm welcome from members of the mosque during a 

visit to Aberystwyth. 

Responding to Brechfa residents’ concerns after an illegal rave 

In May 2018, over 1,000 revellers descended on Brechfa over the course of the 
Bank Holiday weekend.  Local residents were furious about the loud music, 
increased traffic, the negative effect on tourism and the rural economy, and 

were concerned about the potential for the event to happen again in the future.  

In immediate response to these local concerns, I arranged a public meeting at 
Brechfa Hall on the Thursday following the event.  I brought together the local 

MP and the Chief Constable to outline the operational decisions taken by Dyfed-
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Powys Police. Vitally, this provided an opportunity for residents to share their 
experiences and concerns. 

It was encouraging that the meeting resulted in a set of clear action points.  I 

kept the local residents informed of the progress, and called a follow up public 
meeting in August to provide a further update on the steps taken by the various 

agencies involved. As a result of my actions, I’m pleased to say that local police 
continue to ensure the public are aware of who to contact immediately if they 

are concerned about illegal activity, and monitoring of potential raves is taking 
place in line with Dyfed-Powys Police’s approach as part of Op Flamenco, a 
multi-agency approach to tackling raves.   

Image 37: With CC Mark Collins and Jonathan Edwards MP for Carmarthen East 

and Dinefwr, taking questions from the residents of Brechfa. 

Image 38: Visiting the site of the rave. 

Strategic Equality Plan 

I believe everyone deserves to live safely, free from harm and abuse. To outline 
my commitment to promoting equality and fairness in everything we do, my 

Strategic Equality Plan continued to be implemented during 2018/19. I represent 
the voices of our diverse communities across Dyfed-Powys, and this year I 

wanted to build relationships with underrepresented communities in the area, 
examples of which can be found below.  

Black history month  

I was very pleased to support Race Council Cymru's celebration of Black History 

Month in October. Black History Month is an all-Wales celebration of the 
contribution made by people of African descent in Wales. The launch of the 
month long celebrations was held on Monday 1st October, at the Student Union 

Main Hall, Aberystwyth University. The event was hosted jointly by Race Council 
Cymru, Aberystwyth University Student Union and my office, and it was my 

pleasure to open the event. Black History Month gives an opportunity to reflect 
on, and use history as a springboard for future change. My hope for such events 
in the future is that they will break down barriers, and I encourage individuals of 

all backgrounds to apply to work for Dyfed-Powys Police. All public sector 
agencies need to ensure we represent all of our communities, and the diversity 

within those communities. I was therefore pleased to see staff from Dyfed-
Powys Police’s Equality and Diversity department giving an input on the Force’s 
commitment to combat hate crime in the Force area and the importance of 

having a diverse workforce.  

Image 39: With Assistant Chief Constable Richard Lewis, Uzo Iwobi OBE, Chief 

Executive of Race Council Cymru; Joyce Watson AM – Commissioner for 
Equalities; and Wahda Placide, Musician at the Black History Month celebration. 

Images 40+41: Race Council Cymru and Black History Month logo. 

Hate Crime Awareness Week 2018 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week (HCAW) was held nationally between 13th 
and 20th October 2018, and this year I was delighted to host a range of activities 

throughout the week aimed at listening to the voice of young people. I 
particularly wanted to listen to young people's views and experience of hate 
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crime, and to challenge perceptions and misconceptions in relation to certain 
communities and groups of people.  

 

Fact Box: 

National Hate Crime Awareness Week is an opportunity to show victims of this 

awful crime how serious we treat their experiences and encourages more people 
to come forward and get help. With support from Welsh Government funding I 
supported a number of National Hate Crime Awareness Week projects in all four 

counties of the Dyfed-Powys Force area.  

 
1. I have a story  

This was a project collaboration between Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru and 

‘Travelling Ahead’ Gypsy, Roma and Traveller West Wales Regional Youth Forum. 
Young people from the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities of 

Pembrokeshire took part in a series of scripting / drama workshops to create a 
film. The aim was to break down barriers that can exist between different 
communities in Dyfed-Powys and the whole of Wales, which may lead to hate. 

The young people also learnt and developed new skills, including script writing, 
filming and editing.  

Image 42: With Llinos Jones from Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru and the young 

people who created the film. 

 
2. Hate Crime Awareness Drama Workshop  
 

A Carmarthen-based drama club for primary aged children held a hate crime 
awareness workshop with around 30 young people from various Carmarthen 

schools.  
The group explored different themes of hate crime and improvised and acted out 
different situations. They demonstrated their work to the whole group at the end 

of the session, with opportunities to question each other, with support from Hate 
Crime Support Officers. 

 

Quote bubble:  

"This was a fantastic opportunity for Menter, Theatr Genedlaethol Cymru and the 
Police and Crime Commissioner to work together and share their knowledge and 
expertise for the same cause, namely to raise young people's awareness of hate 

crime. We welcome every opportunity to work with our local communities ". 
Menter Iaith Gorllewin Sir Gâr Chief Executive, Dewi Snelson 

 

 Image 43: Children from Menter Iaith Gorllewin Sir Gâr and Theatr 

Genedlaethol Cymru sharing their views on hate crime. 

Image 44: The children expressing their experiences and views through a 
drama. 

3. Hate Crime and students with Learning Disabilities – Aberystwyth 
University  

MIRUS Care provides support services for people with a disability to live fulfilled, 
valued lives. I was pleased to support them; through Dyfed-Powys Police’s 
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Citizens in Policing Coordinator, to work with a group of student volunteers with 
learning disabilities from Aberystwyth University to raise awareness of hate crime.  

Image 45: A representative of Dyfed-Powys Police with students from 

Aberystwyth University during HCAW 

4. Giving Hate the Red Card  

Brecon Police Cadets joined Brecon Town Football Club’s Youth Team for a 
friendly ‘kick about’ on Saturday 20th October to promote Hate Crime Awareness 
Week. The cadets used the LGBT rainbow laces in their boots / trainers and 

distributed to the other players some of the whistles, LGBT wrist bands and ‘How 
to Report Hate Crime’ booklets. The football event was great fun and even saw 

some Brecon police officers joined in the game which was a great way to break 
down barriers between the young people and the police. 

Image 46: Brecon Police Cadets and Brecon Town Football Club’s Youth Team 

giving hate the red card 

5. Hate Language  

A youth workshop was held in Crickhowell High School to raise awareness of 
hate crime against a person’s language choice or identity. The aim was to 

challenge perceptions and misconceptions in relation to certain groups of people 
because of their language choice and use, in an open and non-threating 
environment. 

Images 47 + 48: Students participating in the HCAW workshop in Crickhowell 

High School 

Pembrokeshire People First 

Towards the end of 2018, my Engagement Team started developing a new 
approach to connect with communities. The fundamental principle of this new 

approach is that my staff and I will directly engage with communities on a 
grassroots level; visiting community groups, educational facilities, charities, 

businesses, and individuals to seek your opinion. 

In November my team worked closely with Pembrokeshire People First, who 
facilitated an engagement day for their members and BTEC Personal Social 
Development students from Pembrokeshire College. Pembrokeshire People First 

is an independent charity, run by and for adults with learning disabilities and / or 
autism.  

The local Neighbourhood Policing Team were also invited to attend to encourage 

face to face engagement with the police in an informal and comfortable 
environment.  As well as the group giving us their views on the police and local 

issues, invaluable information and advice was provided on hate crime, mate 
crime, and their rights were they to be stopped and searched by the police.  

As a result of the success of the day, my office are exploring ways of replicating 
similar opportunities in conjunction with Dyfed-Powys Police with other 

community groups, including Carmarthenshire People First. This work will 
continue over the coming year. 
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Image 49: Pembrokeshire People First’s Chief Officer Karen Chandler leading a 
discussion on Members’ perceptions of the police 

Image 50: Pembrokeshire People First and Pembrokeshire College Students 
portraying their views through actions 

My staff also attended an Autism awareness training session with Pembrokeshire 
People First to ensure they are well equipped to communicate with all residents 

appropriately. 

Image 51a: Certificates awarded to my staff on completion of the Pembrokeshire 

People First Training on Autism Awareness and Acceptance 

 

10. Working together 

Welsh Government and the National Assembly for Wales 

2018/19 saw a noteworthy development in the relationship between Welsh 

Government and the police service in Wales, with the establishment of the 
Policing Partnership Board for Wales. This provides a bridge on policing issues 

between the devolved and non-devolved aspects of public service in which the 
police operates in Wales. The Board is chaired by either the First Minister or 
Deputy Minister and Chief Whip and includes all four Police and Crime 

Commissioners, four Chief Constables, senior government officials and other 
senior partner representatives. The overall purpose of the Board is to promote 

and co-ordinate partnership working between Welsh Government and public 
services under its devolved remit with policing in Wales, in order to promote 
community safety and support the overall delivery of services to communities. 

Furthermore, in order to raise awareness of policing issues with both Welsh 

Government and the National Assembly for Wales, a Cross Party Group on 
Policing was established during the last year, with the inaugural meeting being 

held in July 2018. To function, there must be a sponsor and the subsequent 
endorsement of at least one AM from each of the political parties. That support 

has been achieved, with the Chair of the Assembly Committee on Communities 
and local Government, John Griffiths AM, sponsoring and chairing the Group. The 
inaugural meeting provided attendees with a summary of current issues and 

challenges facing the service, with subsequent meetings providing opportunity 
for more in-depth discussion on specific areas of concern, such as mental health, 

homelessness and substance misuse.   

All Wales Policing Group 

The All Wales Policing Group provides a forum to enable the Police and Crime 
Commissioners and Chief Constables in Wales to co-ordinate and scrutinise 

collaborative and partnership working across the region. Once a quarter, the 8 
corporations sole meet to consider current and future policing requirements in 
Wales and determine how policing as a non-devolved service can effectively 

contribute to the predominantly devolved public sector in Wales. Matters are 
escalated where appropriate for further discussion at the Policing Partnership 

Board for Wales and the Cross Party Group. I look forward to taking the Chair of 
the All Wales Policing Group in 2019/20. 

Public Service Boards 
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The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 provides opportunity to 
ensure that service providers focus on long-term, sustainable outcomes for 

current and future generations. The statutory Public Service Boards (PSBs) have 
a crucial role to play in maintaining the health, independence and well-being of 

all people across Wales. As a statutory invitee to each of the four PSBs in the 
Dyfed-Powys area, I am committed to working with partners as they embed the 
findings of their Wellbeing plans and objectives for future service design and 

delivery.  An important element across all the Public Service Boards has been 
direct alignment with Community Safety Partnerships, something both Welsh 

Government and the Welsh Local Government Association have also supported. 
This has led to an agreement between Policing in Wales (the four Commissioners 
and the four Chief Constables) and the Welsh Local Government Association 

(WLGA) to fund a Community Safety Co-ordinator role to support local 
partnership working across Wales; an individual who I am working closely with 

to support delivery. 

Local Criminal Justice Board 

I continued to engage with all criminal justice partners through the Dyfed-Powys 
Criminal Justice Board during 2018/19, using this forum to understand and 

assess the performance of the criminal justice process in supporting victims of 
crime. 

The Board continued to meet on a quarterly basis, with representation from 

Police, Her Majesty’s Court and Tribunal Service (HMCTS), Youth Justice Board, 
NHS Wales, Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), Her Majesty’s Prison and 
Probation Service (HMPPS), Welsh Government, National Offender Management 

Service, Ministry of Justice and the Legal Services Commission. The future of this 
board will be to focus on the monitoring of Victims’ Code of Practice (VCOP) 

compliance, ensuring that all agencies are providing an effective service to 
victims of crime throughout their journey through the criminal justice process. 

Joint Audit Committee 

My Joint Audit Committee with the Chief Constable checks on the business 
controls, financial activity, and anti-fraud and corruption arrangements of Dyfed-

Powys Police and the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner. It ensures 
that both organisations mitigate key risks. Its judgements may be informed by 

the scrutiny undertaken by the Police and Crime Panel. Members are Malcolm 
MacDonald (Chairman), Martin Evans, Andre Morgan and Alasdair Kenwright. 

For further information, please see the Committee’s annual report. 

Internal Audit 

I have an agreed audit plan in place with our internal auditors, TIAA, who target 
resources at areas of risk and concern identified by the Chief Constable and 

myself. The Internal Audit Plan is scrutinised by the Joint Audit Committee 
before it is agreed, and audit findings are considered by the committee.  Further 

details of internal audit activity is available on my website. 

Image 52: TIAA logo 

External Audit 
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The Wales Audit Office are the appointed external auditors to myself and the 
Chief Constable. Each year, they comment on the financial aspects of corporate 

governance, including the legality of financial transactions, financial standing 
systems, systems of internal financial control and the standards of financial 

conduct, fraud and corruption.  The Wales Audit Office also has a statutory duty 
to assess arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the 
use of resources.   

Image 53: WAO logo 

Police and Crime Panel 

The Police and Crime Panel’s role is to scrutinise how I am discharging my 
responsibilities. As well as questioning me on progress again the Police and 
Crime Plan and how I am holding the Chief Constable to account, the Panel 

scrutinise my proposals in relation to the level of precept. During 2018/19, I 
went before the Panel on 5 occasions, during which time my work was positively 

challenged and future plans were discussed. A particularly positive development 
in the work of the Panel in 2018/19 was the introduction of Lead Members for 
specific areas of work, who have provided focused challenge in key business 

areas, for example Finance, Commissioning and Performance. I welcome the 
constructive criticism from the Panel and am grateful to them for their 

contributions.  

 

11. Spending money wisely 

In January 2018, I set a net revenue budget of £99.1 million to deliver policing 
services for the communities of Dyfed-Powys during 2018/19. This budget 

assumed a planned use of reserves to fund day to day services and included a 
5% increase in council tax precept which, once again, saw Dyfed-Powys Police 

with the lowest precept in Wales. 

Despite increasing financial and operational challenges, both my office and the 
Chief Constable delivered these services largely in line with the budget and 
indeed due to the focus on tight and prudent financial management during the 

year it is pleasing to report that underspends were achieved by both of us.  

My office, which now includes the Estates Department, underspent by £233k, 
which was achieved by the planned holding of vacancies, close scrutiny of non-

pay budgets and review of arrangements for commissioned services.   Despite 
the Force having to meet additional pressures arising from operational and 

organisational demands, its continued efforts to mitigate spend and seek 
efficiencies and savings resulted in a year end underspend of £264k.   The 
following table summarises the position: 

(awaiting updated figures) 

 2018/19 2018/19 2018/19 
 Revised 

Budget 
Actual Variance 

 £’000 £’000 £’000 

Commissioner    

Office and Commissioning Costs 1,992   
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Estates Costs 3,736   

Total Commissioner 5,728   

Chief Constable 95,651   

Other activities from reserves 0   

Net contributions to/(from) reserves -2,279   

Group total (including reserves) 99,100   

Funded by grants and precepts -99,100   

 

In addition to this revenue expenditure, £4.4m was also spent on capital 
investment to ensure that estate, vehicle and technology provision can 

adequately meet policing demands. 

At the end of 2018/19, reserves totalled £16.2m which included a general 
reserve of £4m to meet costs of unforeseen events, £1.3m to support costs of 

policing over the next three years, a newly formed reserve totalling £0.5m to 
support sustainability and transformational initiatives along with £6.2m to fund 
future vital capital investment predominately in estates and technology. 

For further information on the 2018/19 financial position, please see the Group 

Statement of Accounts for 2018/19 published on my website. The Narrative 
Report at the beginning of the Accounts provides a helpful summary of the 

financial position. 

Financial outlook 

The Dyfed-Powys Police Service has faced significant financial challenges since 
2010 due to reductions in funding from central government along with cost 

pressures and continual changes in the demand for policing services.  

The Government have indicated that a Comprehensive Spending Review will be 
conducted later in 2019/20, the implications of which remain to be seen. The 

ongoing uncertainties around the potential impact of Brexit and renewed 
Government priorities may present future challenges for the policing sector. In 
addition there is also uncertainty around the Funding Formula Review which the 

Home Office may look to implement from 2021 which could see Dyfed-Powys 
losing a significant proportion of the central funding that it currently receives. 

There has also been much independent commentary over the last year in 

relation to police sustainability, funding, resilience, increasing demand and 
capability requirements along with increasing financial burdens which have most 
recently included changes to employers’ contribution for police officer pensions. 

Against this background and with my priorities very much in mind, I consulted 
with the Chief Constable, the public and other stakeholders towards the end of 
2018 before setting my budget for 2019/20 and outlining my Medium Term 

Financial Plan. In doing so, I carefully considered the significant impacts and 
risks that continue to threaten our local communities along with the expectations 

detailed in ministerial statements. The Medium Term Financial Plan which 
includes my capital and reserves strategies is published on my website and 
provides comprehensive narrative on the local and national financial context.  

The funding for 2019/20 will enable the Force to continue to focus on the 

delivery of my Police and Crime Plan and address priorities within the Force 
Management Statement. Work continues in earnest to address future financial 
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challenges ensuring the continued safeguarding of the communities of Dyfed-
Powys. 

Commissioning budget 

The commissioning budget for 2018/19 was £1,476,587 of which £599,578 was 
funded by the Victims’ Grant from the Ministry of Justice. The graph below 
shows the detail of this allocation. I work with the Force to regularly review the 

levels of various crime types within Dyfed-Powys and to ensure that services are 
in place to support victims appropriately. I also conducted a full needs 

assessment towards the end of 2018/19 to ensure that I am meeting the needs 
of victims within the Dyfed-Powys area. 

Image 54: Commissioning budget graph 

Estates update 

As promised in my last annual report, my dedicated estates team continue to 
maintain, upgrade and improve Dyfed-Powys Police’s land and buildings for 

which I am responsible. This encompasses many things, but the main aim 
remains to ensure a cost-effective and fit-for-purpose estate. 

Improvement works have been completed across Carmarthenshire, 

Pembrokeshire and Ceredigion, with Powys works ongoing. All sites will continue 
to be maintained to achieve the aims mentioned above. To this end, my team 
are about to commence a major maintenance contract with a leading facilities 

maintenance company for the provision of all mechanical, electrical and cleaning 
services. Its aim is to improve value, efficiency and reduce downtime across the 

estate.  

In addition, my team continue to implement recommendations issued via 
HMICFRS inspections of our custody facilities and to improve our forensic 
services provision, along with improvements to vital business continuity 

infrastructure. 

Sales of redundant buildings continued this year which reduced the burden on 
the revenue budgets. These include three facilities force-wide, with a fourth at 

Friars Park, Carmarthen expected to complete soon. 

A new custody facility for Carmarthenshire, coupled with a new police station for 
Llanelli is in the pipeline. The site investigations are ongoing pending ecological 

challenges presented by non-native invasive species existing on site alongside a 
variety of protected species. I hope to bring you some firm news in the coming 
few months. We are also at the very early stages of a collaborative venture to 

improve facilities for officers, staff and the people of Brecon. 

Collaborative opportunities continue to be explored and new ventures completed 
this year include our neighbourhood teams joining Mid and West Wales Fire and 

Rescue Service at Kidwelly Fire Station and The Guildhall Neighbourhood Policing 
Team facility in Carmarthen, thus improving the efficiency of these publicly-

funded facilities. 

Environmental improvements continue to be a key feature of my tenure. My 
team have consulted on energy efficiency opportunities that can be made 
through an invest to save approach, as well as energy reduction initiatives 
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across the wider force. I look forward to seeing the results of these 
recommendations being implemented over the next year. 

Image 55: Representatives of Dyfed-Powys Police and Mid and West Wales Fire 

and Rescue Service ahead of their joint base in Kidwelly 

 

12. Looking ahead 

CCTV 

The first phase of installation was completed during 2018/19, and my staff and I 

visited each town as the CCTV cameras were installed. I will continue to keep 
you informed about developments. 

Engagement 

I am committed to ensuring my staff and I continue to offer you a variety of 

opportunities to meet with me and the police across the Force area. Part of this 
commitment will see a replication of the Tregaron multi-agency event in Tycroes 
and Milford East, and we will be running the whole process in Newtown East; 

from survey through to the follow up multi-agency event. 

Scrutiny work 

During my final full year in this term of office, my staff will continue to focus on 
further supporting me in ensuring the Chief Constable is delivering the most 

efficient and effective policing services for Dyfed-Powys. I will be looking to 
involve residents to tell me what issues are of most concern, which will in turn 

inform my future topics of focus, to ensure my work makes a difference to the 
lives of those living and working in our area. 

Commissioned services 

During the end of the 2018/19 financial year, I commissioned an external needs 
assessment. An independent review of the services being commissioned via my 

office has recently been undertaken. This work will form a large scale piece of 
engagement work during the coming year, aiming to understand the views of 

partner agencies, police colleagues, service providers as well as service users. In 
doing so, and by reviewing other services available to victims of crime, I will 
ensure that the most appropriate services are being provided to victims of crime 

and the most vulnerable within our communities when they need it. 

Once completed, the outcomes from this report will feed into the future work of 
my office and will allow a focus on future partnership working and 

commissioning of services for the coming year. 

Youth forum 

With the successful launch and first meeting of my Youth Forum in December 
2018, I look forward to seeing the Youth Forum develop and have an impact 

during 2019/20. In addition to the work of the Forum, I will also be listening to 
the voice of as many young people as possible across the Dyfed-Powys Force 

area, so that their voice becomes an intrinsic part of my decision making 
process.  

Page 60



 

 

Complaints reform 

Major reforms to the police complaints system in England and Wales are being 
brought in over the next year under the Policing and Crime Act 2017. The first 

major change was that, from 8th January 2018, the Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC) became the Independent Office for Police 

Conduct (IOPC), with a new governance structure. The Policing and Crime Act 
2017 will make major changes to the system when the relevant sections come 

into force, including allowing Police and Crime Commissioners to take on a 
greater role in the police complaints system, choosing between three different 
models. In preparation for these changes coming into force, my office has 

attended training / information events alongside the Dyfed-Powys Police 
Professional Standards Department, who have also committed to attending 

independent training events during the summer of 2019. 

Back cover: 

If you require any further information or would like this document in an 

alternative format please contact us. 

This Annual Report is also available on our website in Welsh. 

Contact the PCC Tel: 01267 226440 

Email: opcc@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk OPCC, PO Box 99, Llangunnor, 
Carmarthen, SA31 2PF 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

MENTAL HEALTH AND POLICING 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To receive a report from the Police and Crime Commissioner 
regarding the impact of mental health issues upon the delivery of the 
Police and Crime Plan 

 

 

Reasons:  

The Members of the Panel have identified this issue as one of the key 
themes that they wish to scrutinise during the year. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Mrs Helen Thomas 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Panel Champion 

Lead officer 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND POLICING 

 
Mrs Helen Thomas has agreed to act as the lead panel member on this issue and the Panel 
has determined that its objective in relation to this theme is; 
 
“To satisfy itself that the implementation of the Police and Crime Plan in relation to this theme 
is effective and contributing to the delivery of the overall priorities set out in the Police and 
Crime Plan”. 
 
The Panel has therefore requested that the Commissioner present a report addressing the 
following points; 
 

1. What does the Police and Crime Plan say about the theme and how does it relate to 
the priorities in the plan? 

2. How is the plan implemented in relation to the theme (A) through operational policing 
(B) through commissioned services and (C) through collaborative working?  

3. How does the Commissioner monitor the effectiveness of that implementation? 
4. What has the monitoring told the Commissioner about the effectiveness of that 

implementation, in particular whether it is or is not meeting his expectations and 
contributing to the delivery of the priorities in his plan? 

5. Where the monitoring has identified that the implementation is not meeting the 
Commissioner’s expectations, what he is doing to address the situation. 

 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? YES 
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

Host Authority File 

File Ref No. 

LS-0511/46 

Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

County Hall Carmarthen 
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Report from the 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed-Powys 

To the  

Dyfed-Powys Police and Crime Panel 

 

 

Mental Health and Policing 

 

 

July 2019 

 

Page 67



July 2019  

 

 2 

 

Introduction 

Within the 2017-21 Police and Crime Plan, the Commissioner set out his 

intention to safeguard the vulnerable by “enhancing our understanding and our 

response to people with mental illhealth”. Specifically, committing to: 

 work with partners to improve our understanding of the demands 

associated with mental ill health and to develop a more cohesive response 

to mental ill health related incidents; 

 advocate a reasonable and proportionate response by front-line staff when 

dealing with people experiencing mental ill health; 

 engage and work with people with lived experience of mental ill health to 

improve our understanding of the issues they face; and 

 support the Chief Constable to ensure that people suffering from mental ill 

health are treated in a health facility and not detained in custody. 

The purpose of this report is to demonstrate progress made to date. 

National Picture 

Following their Police Efficiency Effectiveness and Legitimacy (PEEL) inspection 

fieldwork, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary Fire and Rescue Services 

(HMICFRS) published a national report late in 2018 titled ‘Policing and Mental 

Health: Picking up the Pieces’, which stated: 

“Whilst the police service is doing a good job in difficult circumstances, 

there are concerns over whether the police should be involved in 

responding to mental health problems at the current level. The report 

emphasises that there needs to be a radical rethink and a longer-term 

solution to what has become a national crisis.” 

The key findings in this national report were: 

 The police are working beyond their duty 

In the Commissioner’s response to the report, it was highlighted that Chief 

Constable Collins reported that local health board institutions feature as one of 

the highest callers reporting concerns for public safety and welfare. 

 Forces need a clearer picture of their mental health-related 

demand 

The All-Wales demand snap shot days were highlighted as an example of good 

practice within the report. These are due to be replicated on a local as well as 

England and Wales level in the coming year. 
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 Forces are good at recognising and responding to mental ill health 

Dyfed-Powys Police’s mental health triage, in partnership with Hywel Dda 

University Health Board, was extended from 4 to 7 days per week from May 

2018. Dyfed-Powys Police are in the process of reviewing the impact of this 

service. 

 Quality and collaboration relating to mental health training is 

inconsistent 

Dyfed-Powys Police’s training package has been reviewed and amended with the 

support of local mental health partners, and is now jointly delivered to police 

officers and staff and partners. 

 Forces need to involve / consult with those with lived experience 

of mental ill health and police contact to better inform their 

strategies, training and response. 

Dyfed-Powys Police has recently conducted workshops with mental health 

service users and their carers in order to consider their experiences of dealing 

with the police. The insights gathered will support the Force to make further 

improvements in how they respond to individuals in crisis. 

 Early intervention is critical to reducing demand and associated 

costs. 

Within their 2019 Force Management Statement, Dyfed-Powys Police identified a 

gap in the provision for persons detained in police custody for a criminal offence 

who show signs of mental illness. The Pathfinder diversionary scheme has also 

experienced similar issues with accessing mental health service support. Force 

and health representatives are working together to develop a suitable pathway 

for custody staff to use to ensure vulnerable detainees receive the most 

appropriate support. 

HMICFRS, Her Majesty’s Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate, Her Majesty’s 

Inspectorate of Probation, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons and the Care 

Quality Commission have indicated that they will be undertaking a feasibility 

study of mental health pathways across the criminal justice system during 

2019/20 in order to target future inspection activity. Work has begun to identify 

work streams which together will encompass treatment of both victims and 

offenders.  

 

  

Page 69



July 2019  

 

 4 

 

Work of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed-Powys 

Oversight and independent assurance 

The Commissioner maintains oversight of the Force’s response to mental health 

via attendance at the Strategic Mental Health Group and data provided through 

the Performance and Outcomes Board on a quarterly basis. Forces collate data 

on detention transport to places of safety and report this to the Home Office 

within the annual data return. Dyfed-Powys Police also review all mental health 

assessments which take over 10 hours to be completed. 

The Commissioner’s independent custody visitors received an input on mental 

health in police custody at their recent annual training day. Dyfed-Powys are one 

of 71 Commissioners’ offices preparing to pilot a new enhanced custody visiting 

scheme from August 2019. Detailed reviews of custody records of vulnerable 

detainees will consider their full journey through custody in order to get a better 

insight into the totality of care extended to them. 

Awareness and partnership working 

The recently formed National Assembly for Wales Cross Party group on policing, 

sponsored and chaired by Chair of the Assembly Committee on Communities and 

local Government, John Griffiths AM, has held a focused session on the impact of 

mental health on policing services. This was an opportunity for Commissioners 

and Chief Constables to highlight the extensive pressures being placed on 

policing resources due to pressures in other services, in order to lobby for 

additional support for policing. In direct relation to this, the Commissioner urged 

the Home Secretary to support that Wales’ proportion of the additional £2 billion 

per year for mental health crisis care, which is understood to be £2 million, be 

focused on supporting the police to meet the ever increasing demands which 

mental ill health is placing on an already stretched service. 

The Commissioner recently contributed from the OPCC budget towards a project 

within Force aimed at improving the management of officers and staff through 

their parenting journey. The objective of the project, which was launched on 20th 

May 2019, is to provide health and wellbeing support and guidance, as well as 

ensuring that staff remain engaged with the organisation thus continuing the 

ethos of Dyfed-Powys as a family force. 

                                       
1 Other pilot areas are: Cambridgeshire, Gloucestershire, Humberside, Leicestershire, 

Nottinghamshire and Thames Valley. 
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Engagement Activity 

The Commissioner is committed to engaging fully with all communities across 

Dyfed-Powys. In order for this to happen, barriers for different groups of people 

must be identified and addressed. He regularly visits mental health groups 

across the Force area to hear the experiences of people with mental ill health 

and their views on policing and crime issues. These engagement activities are 

ongoing, and as well as helping to inform the Commissioner’s understanding of 

mental health issues on a grassroots level, the Commissioner also occasionally 

supports the work of mental health support services through financial 

contributions. Some examples of recent engagements are detailed below.  

 Rural Crime Event in Carmarthen Mart 

The OPCC attended this event which was focused on mental health in rural 

settings. It was an opportunity to start building relationships with organisations 

such as Tir Dewi (who provide help and support for farmers in crisis across West 

Wales), DPJ Foundation (who support people in rural communities with poor 

mental health, especially men in the agricultural sector) and RABI (financial 

support to farming people in hardship of all ages). 

In addition to this, the Commissioner’s annual St David’s Day Conference 2020 

will focus on “Supporting Rural Communities”, and will include raising awareness 

of mental ill health in rural and farming communities. 

 VC Art Gallery 

The Commissioner visited the VC Gallery in Haverfordwest, a community art 

initiative that helps veterans, disabled people and the young and old using art as 

a creative way to cut social exclusion, gain confidence and have fun. The visit 

gave the Commissioner a greater understanding of mental health issues 

experienced by individuals, including military veterans, and the rehabilitation 

that VC Gallery can support. The Commissioner has since given a donation to 

support the work of the Gallery, which includes positive work with the local 

Neighbourhood Policing Team.  

 Dyfodol Powys Futures   

The Commissioner witnessed the valuable work of Dyfodol Powys Futures in the 

community and the support they provide to isolated young people across Powys. 

Current projects included a substance misuse project in Newtown and a sensory, 

movement and relaxation programme for children in several locations across 

Powys. The Commissioner also shared information about his funding 

opportunities and how this could enhance their outreach work. The organisation 

were also given the opportunity to discuss any policing issues they had and 

whether they felt supported by their local officers. 
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 Area 43  

The Commissioner visited Area 43, who offer a fully professional and confidential 

counselling service to young people between the ages of 16 and 25. They also 

deliver a schools-based counselling service to all secondary school aged young 

people and year 6 primary pupils across Ceredigion and Carmarthenshire. The 

Commissioner met with staff and service users to explore working with the 

Commissioner’s Youth Forum and how best to reach disadvantaged young 

people.     

 Pembrokeshire People First 

The Commissioner’s Engagement Team worked closely with Pembrokeshire 

People First, an independent charity run by and for adults with learning 

difficulties and autism, to deliver an engagement day for their members and 

students from Pembrokeshire College. The local Neighbourhood Policing Team 

were also invited to attend to encourage face to face engagement with the police 

in an informal and comfortable environment.  As well as the group sharing their 

views on the police and local issues, invaluable information and advice was 

provided on hate crime, mate crime, and their rights were they to be stopped 

and searched by the police. The Commissioner’s Team has also held initial 

discussions with Carmarthen People First on undertaking a similar approach with 

their members.   

 Alzheimer’s Society, Ammanford and Mencap Aberaeron 

The Commissioner visited these groups to hear workers’ and service users’ views 

on local policing. He also raised awareness of Dyfed-Powys Police’s Pegasus 

scheme, which supports individuals with communication difficulties to contact 

the police.  

Commissioned services 

The recent needs assessment completed on behalf of the Commissioner 

identified that access to mental health services is one of the top issues faced by 

all OPCC commissioned services when referring clients onto specialist services. 

As this is a core requirement for health to deliver, it is not intended that the 

Commissioner becomes a default for funding services where gaps exist in 

statutory services. The Commissioner has however committed to continue to 

lobby partners and Ministers regarding the poor access and provision of local 

mental health services for both offenders and victims. The Local Criminal Justice 

Board meeting in July is scheduled to focus on mental health in order to review 

and explore the current situation from the perspective of all Criminal Justice 

partner organisations.  
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Grant funding 

The Commissioner has awarded a grant of £6,920 to Eiriol Mental Health 

Advocacy to investigate the reasons leading to re-offending by prison leavers 

who suffer with mental health issues. Its intention is to break the cycle of re-

offending, preventing new crimes by providing bespoke one to one advocacy 

services. This ensures each individual receives the right tailored support at the 

right time, prior to and at the point of release.   

Conclusion 

The Commissioner is making positive progress under each strand of his 

commitment to safeguard the vulnerable, namely to:  

 work with partners to improve our understanding of the demands 

associated with mental ill health and to develop a more cohesive response 

to mental ill health related incidents; 

 advocate a reasonable and proportionate response by front-line staff when 

dealing with people experiencing mental ill health; 

 engage and work with people with lived experience of mental ill health to 

improve our understanding of the issues they face; and 

 support the Chief Constable to ensure that people suffering from mental ill 

health are treated in a health facility and not detained in custody. 

The Commissioner’s oversight of the Mental Health Triage Scheme and the rights 

and dignity of custody detainees provides assurance that vulnerable individuals 

are being appropriately supported by Dyfed-Powys Police. 

The Commissioner’s significant range of engagement activities and partnership 

working ensures he has regular opportunities to understand individuals’ 

perspectives and experiences. This understanding is fed back into the Force to 

influence policy decisions as well as influencing the Commissioner’s lobbying 

activity. 

The Commissioner’s financial contributions to charities based within the Dyfed-

Powys Force area aids to enhance the network of support services for vulnerable 

people which reduces the risk of individuals needing to be detained. The 

Commissioner continues to work locally with partners such as the health service 

and nationally with other Police and Crime Commissioners, Assembly Members 

and Welsh Government to lobby for improved access to mental health crisis 

care. This work will progress further during 2019/20 as the Commissioner 

assumes the role of All Wales Policing Group Chair and through the Policing 

Partnership Board for Wales. 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

               DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE COMMISSIONER 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

 

To consider the decisions made by the Commissioner and make such 
report or recommendations as the Panel thinks fit. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons:  
 

The Panel has a statutory duty to do this 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Legal Services Manager 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

 

DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE COMMISSIONER 
 
Section 28(6) of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 requires the Panel to 
review or scrutinise decisions made and actions taken by the Police and Crime Commissioner 
in connection with the discharge of his functions and make reports and recommendations to 
the Commissioner in relation to the discharge of those functions. 
 
Any such reports or recommendations must be published by the Panel. 

 
 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? YES  
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

 

File Ref No. Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

 
Host Authority File 

 
LS-
0511/46 

 
County Hall, Carmarthen 
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OFFICIAL 

 

OFFICIAL 

 

Decisions made by the Commissioner (including those made at 

Policing Board) 27th of April to the 26th of June 

Title & Summary Date 

The PCC approved a decision not to webcast Policing 

Accountability Board meetings 
 

The PCC approved a decision not to webcast Policing Accountability 
Board meetings following discussions with the OPCC Executive 
Team, Dyfed-Powys Police Chief Officers and the Senior Manager of 

Dyfed-Powys Police’s Corporate Communications.  Discussions 
hosted at the Association of police and Crime Commissioners’ Chief 

Executives policy network indicated that PCCs were moving away 
from the webcasting of such meetings as it was felt to inhibit 
effective scrutiny of matters raised for discussion. 

 
Future Policing Accountability Boards will be hosted across the 

Force area to allow members of the public to attend a meeting near 
to where they live.  Meetings will be minuted and published 
bilingually on the OPCC website to allow the public a detailed 

overview of the discussions.  A Facebook Live session will also be 
hosted at the end of future meetings in order to encourage 

participation and questions from the public. 

3rd of May 

The PCC approved a decision to contribute £3500 towards 

the Police Cadets 
 

The PCC approved a decision to contribute £500 from the Sale of 
Found Property budget towards the current 6 Police Cadets Units in 
Newtown, Brecon, Ammanford, Llanelli, Pembroke and Cardigan.  A 

seventh unit will open in Carmarthen in September 2019 with the 
contribution being made in September towards the new unit.  The 

total contribution for each unit will be £500, which overall equates 
to £3500. 

May the 

15th 

The PCC approved a decision to contribute towards the 
Force Parenting Project 

 
The PCC approved a proposal to contribute £250 from the OPCC 
budget towards the Force Parenting Project.  The project is aimed 

at improving the management of officers and staff through their 
parenting journey, providing support and guidance as well as 

ensuring that staff remain engaged with the organisation during 
their maternity/paternity leave period. 
 

Upon announcement of pregnancy or adoption a member of staff is 
to be given a folder containing guidance, signposting support and a 

Kicks county charity wristband which aims to encourage the 
monitoring of foetal movements to reduce still births.  Guidance 
packs for supervisors will also be produced to support the 

management of staff.  OPCC staff will also have access to 
resources. 

5th of 
June 
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The PCC approved a decision to award a contract to design 

the Commissioner’s 2018/19 Annual Report to Celf Calon 
 

The PCC approved a decision to award a contract to design the 
Commissioner’s 2018/19 Annual Report to Celf Calon at a total cost 
of £1000.  The PCC is required to produce an annual report of his 

activities against his Police and Crime Plan priorities and delivery of 
statutory functions.   

 
Quotes for the work were received by four companies, with the 
chosen company demonstrating that they can provide the service 

required at a reasonable cost with required flexibility to make 
amendments throughout the development of the product.  Celf 

Calon is also able to provide a bilingual service to meet the needs 
of the project. 

7th of 

June 

The PCC approved a decision to award a new catering 
contract to the existing supplier Gegin Fach y Wlad 

 
An Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) compliant tender 
exercise was undertaken using the etenderwales Bravo electronic 

tendering system to manage the procurement process.  2 tenders 
were received, and following robust evaluation it was proposed that 

the current providers Gegin Fach y Wlad be awarded the contract. 
 
The PCC approved the decision to award a new catering contract to 

the existing supplier Gegin Fach y Wlad for a period of 3 years to 
commence on the 30th of September 2019 with the option of 3 

annual extension periods. 
 

13th of 
June 

The PCC approved a decision to award the purchase of 
Oracle Support on a two year contract for Dyfed-Powys 

Police direct to Oracle. 
 
The Force currently operates Oracle Relational Databases in order 

to run a number of systems such as Charter, Property, ANPR and 
PNC Auditor.  As a result the Force needs an active support 

contract with Oracle which covers the licensing and support of the 
product ensuring compliance with Oracle terms and conditions. 
 

The PCC approved the proposal to renew the contract with Oracle 
in support of business requirements. 

13th of 
June 

The PCC approved a decision to award a new contract to the 
existing supplier of internal audit services to the existing 

supplier TIAA for a period of 2 years. 
 

The PCC approved a proposal to award a new contract to the 
existing supplier TIAA for a period of 2 years with the option of 2 
annual extension periods.  This is an All Wales contract which is 

aimed to provide an internal audit service that is proactive and 
adds value to management within the organisation through a 

structure and risk-based audit needs assessment.  It will also 

13th of 
June 
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facilitate the sharing of best practice and learning across the 

policing organisations in Wales. 
 

The PCC approved a decision to award the purchase of 
SailPoint Identity Now solution on a three year contract to 

SoftCat. 
 

The PCC approved a proposal to award the purchase of SailPoint 
Identity Now solution to SoftCat.  SailPoint are a leading identity 
and Access Management vendor that provides a solution to manage 

access to corporate applications whether on-premise, cloud based, 
or software as a service.  The National Enablers Program have 

created a national design blueprint for access to Office365 that 
includes SailPoint as the vendor to be used to manage and secure 
access to the Microsoft Cloud.  The National Enablers Program has 

also created a set of implementation services suitable for forces 
based on a minimal viable product to ensure forces get to a 

baseline in readiness for the deployment of Office365. 
 
The PCC was satisfied that as part of the planning for the Office365 

project funding was budgeted for both the implementation and 
ongoing support of the solution from the Capital Budget and the 

ICT revenue budget growth bid for support costs.   

13th of 
June 

The PCC approved a decision not to contribute to a Modern 

Day Slavery Helpline 
 

The PCC approved a decision not to contribute £10,000 toward the 
continuation of a national Modern Day Slavery Helpline following a 
request to all forces for this amount. 

 
It was decided alongside the T/DCC and T/ACC that the amount 

requested for the service was above what was considered an 
appropriate amount. 

13th of 

June  

The PCC approved a decision to contribute £28,170 towards 
a Technical Observations Van 

 
The PCC approved a proposal to contribute £28,170 from the 
NDORS Reserves budget towards the purchase of new equipment 

for the Technical Observations Van.  The current “Technical 
observations vehicle” Obs Van had been in use within Dyfed-Powys 

Police since 2007 and required a renewal.   
 
A suitable “new” vehicle was identified by the Vehicle Maintenance 

Unit from the existing force fleet resulting in no additional costs in 
respect of replacing the “donor” van.   Covert cameras and 

recording equipment fitted in the van were reinstalled from the 
previous van and have been in use since 2003, meaning the 
technology is now outdated and mechanical and electronic 

problems have become more prominent of late impacting on the 
quality of material evidence obtained when the van is deployed in 

investigations.   

25th of 
June 
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The PCC approved a decision to contribute £1,390 toward 

the National Lifesaving Championships 
 

The PCC approved a proposal to contribute £1,390 toward the 
National Police Lifesavings Championships, an annual event run by 
each of the Forces taking part in the event.  In 2019 the event was 

hosted in Pembrokeshire and Dyfed-Powys Police were the lead 
Force to organise the event.   

June the 

25th 

The PCC approved a decision to contribute £38,345 toward 
the Digital Crime and Cyber Unit (DCCU) 

 
The PCC approved a proposal to contribute £38,345 from the 

NDORS reserves budget to the DCCU for the purchasing of new lab 
imaging equipment for the DCCU.  The current lab imaging 
equipment in the DCCU is used to process and investigate mobile 

phones and devices under investigation.  The purchase of new 
imaging equipment will build on the capacity of the DCCU and allow 

the unit to increase the amount of devices they can investigate, 
leading to a more efficient and effective service during 
investigations. 

June the 
25th 

The PCC approved a decision for the printing of his 2018/19 

Annual Report be undertaken by Gomer Press Ltd. 
 
The PCC is required to produce an annual report of his activities 

against his Police and Crime Plan priorities and delivery of statutory 
functions.  The report had previously been printed by the police 

service, however in order to print in time for distribution at summer 
shows and engagement events, approval was sought to outsource 
the printing for the 2018/19 report. 

 
Quotes were received from three companies.  The chosen company 

had provided the cheapest quote for the service required and able 
to complete the service within the allocated time frame that was 
given. 

June the 

25th 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE POLICING ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD ON 
THE 7

th
 MAY 2019 IN LLANDRINDOD WELLS 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To note the feedback from Panel members who observed the meeting 
and question the Commissioner as appropriate. 

 

 

Reasons:  

Scrutiny of how the Commissioner holds the Chief Constable to 
account is a key function of the Panel. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Cllrs David Evans, Les George 
and William Powell 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Local Panel Members 

 

Lead officer 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE POLICING ACCOUNTABILITY BOARD 
ON THE 7

th
 MAY 2019 IN LLANDRINDOD WELLS 

The Scrutiny of how the Police and Crime Commissioner holds the Chief Constable to 
account is a key function of the Panel. 
 
One of the methods by which the Commissioner performs this function is the holding of public 
Policing Accountability Board meetings. 
 
Panel members regularly attend these meetings as observers to satisfy themselves that the 
Commissioner is holding the Chief Constable to account appropriately. 
 
The last Policing Accountability Board was held in Llandrindod Wells on the 7th May. The main 
items on the agenda were; 
 

1. Force Performance – Quarter 4 
2. Financial Performance – Quarter 4 
3. A Deep Dive scrutiny report on the approach to tackling illegal drugs 

 
Panel members in attendance will provide verbal feedback on their observations. 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? NO 
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

Host Authority File 

File Ref No. 

LS-0511/46 

Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

County Hall Carmarthen 
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Police Accountability Board, Tuesday 7th May, Llandrindod Wells 
 
 
The meeting took place in the Powys County Council Chamber, on 
what was the morning after the early Spring Bank Holiday.  There 
was a strong turnout of staff with both the Commissioner and the 
Chief Constable, including Communications staff on both sides. Police 
and Crime Panel Members present were Cllr David Evans, Cllr Les 
George and myself. 
 
The venue and the timing may account for the fact that no Member of 
the Public took advantage of the advertised opportunity at item 2 on 
the Agenda for ‘Discussion with Members of the Public.’ However, an 
innovative social media session with members of the wider public 
followed the meeting – I will return to that later. 
 
The opening session of the meeting included some reflection on the 
lack of physical engagement with the public at that particular PAB 
meeting. The consensus was that this was far more difficult to 
achieve in a civic building, rather than in a community setting such as 
the experience at Crickhowell High School, Ysgol y Preseli and Ysgol 
Dyffryn Aman had demonstrated over the previous 12 months. The 
only other lack of engagement had occurred in Summer 2018 at 
Aberaeron when Ceredigion County Council had hosted the meeting. 
It was agreed that this needed further reflection, in terms of venue 
choice for future PABs. 
 
The first substantive item involved the systematic review of issues 
that had come up on 12/02 at PAB. There followed lengthy 
consideration of the Force Performance Report for Quarter 4. Open 
discussion involving the Chief and other senior officers. The 
Commissioner referred to a ‘missing granularity of detail ‘ in some 
areas of the report. It was agreed that, in certain areas, it would be 
useful to incorporate feedback on community concerns in a ‘mapped 
way’ so that those interested could better understand and be 
reassured by Dyfed-Powys Police activity – and objectives met. The 
perceived importance of appropriate sharing of news was also 
flagged ‘If it’s not on Twitter, it hasn’t happened’ etc. 
 
During the report discussion, the Commissioner expressed some 
concern on the transparency and effectiveness of the All Wales 
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Policing Group – and it was an area of consensus that this needed to 
improve.  
 
There was considerable discussion around the Deep Dive Scrutiny 
report - on the Approach to Illegal Drugs - which, like the previous 
Deep Dive report, was seen as being of real value. 
 
One particular point, which arose from that discussion, was in the 
area of Communications, where Ms Emma Northcote spoke of the 
potential for a certain ‘fatigue ‘in the public, with regard to social 
media. She felt that community members were no longer content 
with ‘soft images’ of officers out and about at a local carnival, but 
were looking for news on progress around County Lines and other 
cutting edge issues. This point was also felt to be, in part, a 
consequence of saturation levels of coverage on issues such as Brexit 
and knife crime: ‘Don’t just TELL them…SHOW them what we’re 
doing.’  
 
Another aspect that was mentioned was the public’s difficulty in 
understanding the respective roles of the Police and the role of the 
OPCC. This was acknowledged as an area for further consideration. 
 
Following the close of the formal meeting at 12:30, the Commissioner 
and Chief, supported by the communications advisors, took part in a 
first Facebook Live Q and A session. This attracted considerable 
interest and a number of members of the public from across the force 
area engaged. Topics raised included approach to drugs policy and 
also how communities could most effectively share information and 
intelligence on potential criminal activity with officers.  
 
The role of community policing, the 101 non-emergency line and the 
importance of Crimestoppers were all referred to. The level of 
interest extended beyond the time allocated – but commitments were 
made to follow up the particular contacts in greater depth. The 
session was deemed to have been a success – and would be further 
reviewed, ahead of future PAB meetings. It closed at 13:00 
 
William Powell 
 
May 2019 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE CEREDIGION RURAL CRIME MEETING 
 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To note the outcome of the meeting and determine what further action 
(if any) to take 

 

 

Reasons:  

Rural Crime has been identified by the Panel as one of its key themes 
for the year. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Cllr. Alun Lloyd -Jones 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Panel Chairman 

Lead officer 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE CEREDIGION RURAL CRIME MEETING 

 

The Panel has identified Rural Crime as one of the key themes that it wishes to focus on. 
 
Panel member Cllr. Lloyd Edwards organised a meeting in Aberaeron during May at which 
Panel Members, the Commissioner, Chief Constable, Senior Police Officers and Ben Lake 
MP were in attendance before a public audience and the local press. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Alun Lloyd-Jones 
 
A range of issues relating to rural crime were discussed, including; 
 

1. The Commissioner’s Rural Crime Strategy 
2. The Rural Crime Team that has been established by the force 
3. Co-operation with North Wales Police 
4. Under reporting of rural crime 
5. Burglary 
6. Theft of quadbikes and other machinery 
7. Livestock thefts 
8. Illegal occupation of land 
9. The worrying of livestock by dogs 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? NO 
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Section 100D Local Government Act, 1972 – Access to Information 

List of Background Papers used in the preparation of this report: 

THESE ARE DETAILED BELOW      

 

Title of Document 

Host Authority File 

File Ref No. 

LS-0511/46 

Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

County Hall Carmarthen 
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DYFED-POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 

03/07/19 
 

                                 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

Recommendations / key decisions required: 

To hear from members of the West Wales Anti-Racism Network about 
their experiences of anti-social behaviour and the response of the 
authorities to it. 

 

 

Reasons:  

The Panel has identified anti-social behaviour as one of its priorities 
for 2019-2020. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Report Author: 

Cllr. William Powell 

Robert Edgecombe 

Designation: 

Panel Champion 

Lead officer 

Tel No. 

01267 224018 

E Mail Address: 

rjedgeco@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DYFED – POWYS POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
03/07/19 

 

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

 
The public survey conducted by the Police and Crime Panel during 2018-2019 identified Anti-
Social Behaviour (ASB) as the highest priority of those who responded. 
 
This is also reflected in the experiences of elected members of the Panel, whose constituents 
often raise these issues with them. 
 
Anti-Social Behaviour is defined as; 

 “Behaviour that causes or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more 
persons not of the same household as the perpetrator.” 

As part of seeking the public’s views on ASB and how well public authorities deal with it, the 
Panel has invited members of the West Wales Anti-Racism Network to address the Panel 
about their experiences of ASB  

 

 

DETAILED REPORT ATTACHED? NO 
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Title of Document 

Host Authority File 

File Ref No. 

LS-0511/46 

Locations that the papers are available for public inspection  

County Hall Carmarthen 
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